Alberta Crop Report

Crop Conditions as of May 19, 2015

Weather conditions in the province during the last week continued to be mainly dry and windy, with warm days and cool nights,
although some much needed precipitation has been reported in a few areas. These dry conditions have helped producers to make
significant seeding progress during the past week. As of May 19, nearly 77 per cent of the province has been seeded, compared to 49
per cent a week ago. This represents good seeding progress compared to the 5-year average of 59 per cent. Provincially, seeding is
most advanced in South Region with close to 93 per cent completed, followed by the Central Region (78 per cent), North West Region
(73 per cent), North East Region (70 per cent), and Peace Region (55 per cent) - see Table 1.

During the last week only the Southern Region received enough precipitation to improve surface soil moisture rating. Provincially,
surface soil moisture is rated 55 per cent good to excellent, down three per cent compared to last week (see Table 2). Sub-surface
moisture is rated as 58 per cent good to excellent, compared to 63 per cent from last week.

Tame hay and pasture are showing slow growth in most areas of the province, due to cool and dry conditions. Provincially, pasture
conditions and tame hay growth are reported as 12 per cent poor, 37 per cent fair, 42 per cent good, and nine per cent excellent.

Most regions would certainly benefit from more moisture and warmer temperatures to help with crop development. Provincially,
most spring cereals are approaching the seedling growth stage, with about 94 per cent emerged for canola.

Table 1: Estimates of Seeding progress, Alberta
South  Central NE NW Peace Alberta
As of May 19, 2015
Spring Wheat 958% 83.3% 88.8% 86.9% 57.7% 85.5%

Durum 94.8% 90.0% -- - -- 94.0%
Barley 935% 70.3% 43.1% 51.8% 45.9% 68.8%
Oats 87.8% 57.1% 354% 36.8% 43.1% 44.7%
Canola 90.1% 77.1% 66.5% 67.9% 53.6% 70.4%
Dry Peas 97.9% 97.5% 98.3% 97.9% 61.2% 92.4% FoRT eURRAY %
Lentils 93.0% 85.0% -- -- -- 89.4%
Potatoes 92.0% 60.0% 60.0% 60.0% --  87.3% J .
Sugar Beets  50.0% - - - ~  50.0% “mﬂ;”w“
Dry Beans 33.0% - - - - 32.8% '
Alberta 92.8% 78.0% 725% 70.3% 54.6% 76.8%
As of May 12, 2015
Alberta 86.3% 50.8% 29.5% 27.6% 18.9% 48.8%
5-Year Average
Alberta 69.0% 58.4% 51.0% 58.9% 57.0% 59.3% A
April 01, 2015 to
Table 2: Estimates of Surface Moisture Conditions, Alberta May 19, 2018
Poor Fair Good Excellent Excessive e o 1984 2813 N

As of May 19, 2015 B vcn s e
Southern 10.3% 33.1% 51.5% 5.1% 0.0% E::':f e e
Central 20.5% 44.0% 34.7% 0.6% 0.2% I above less than 1in 3-years
North East 8.8%  21.9%  65.1%  42%  0.0% e et
North West 5.4% 49.3% 45.3% 0.0% 0.0% .
Peace 6.5% 30.8% 38.1% 23.1% 1.5%
Alberta 11.2% 34.0% 48.8% 5.8% 0.2%  Our thanks to Alberta Agricultural Fieldmen, staff of AFSC and the Alberta Ag-Info Centre for their

As of May 12,2015 partnership and contribution to the Alberta Crop Reporting Program.
Alberta 11.2% 30.9% 47.6% 9.8% 0.59% The precipitation map is compiled by Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development, Environmental

i Stewardship Division, Technology and Innovation Branch
Source: Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development
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REGIONAL ASSESSMENTS:
The 2015 Alberta Crop Report Series continues to provide summaries for the following five regions:

Region One: Southern (Strathmore, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Foremost)

e Despite cool weather and the recent rainfall, producers managed to progress with seeding during the
last week. Overall, seeding is estimated at 93 per cent complete, up seven per cent from a week ago.
This is also 24 per cent above the 5-year average.

o Due to the frequent showers this past week, surface moisture conditions are rated as 57 per cent good
to excellent, compared to 41 per cent a week ago. The recent rainfall also helped with crop
development, with most spring cereals in the seedling growth stage, and canola about 92 per cent
emerged. There were reports of frost damage in a few areas.

e Pasture conditions are mostly favourable and reported as 10 per cent poor, 21 per cent fair, 62 per cent
good, and seven per cent excellent. Same ratings were reported for tame hay.

Region Two: Central (Rimbey, Airdrie, Coronation, Oyen)

e Weather conditions during the last week have been mainly cool and dry, with light precipitation in
some parts of the region. Overall, seeding is estimated at 78 per cent complete, compared to 51 per
cent last week and the 5-year average of 58 per cent.

e Surface moisture conditions are rated as 35 per cent good to excellent, compared to 48 per cent a week
earlier. A mixture of more warm weather and precipitation would help to advance seeding progress
and crops to emerge. Most spring cereals are now in the seedling growth stage, with 94 per cent of
canola emerged.

e Pasture conditions are reported as 23 per cent poor, 53 per cent fair, 23 per cent good, and one per cent
excellent, with similar ratings reported for tame hay.

Region Three: North East (Smoky Lake, Vermilion, Camrose, Provost)

e Seeding has progressed rapidly during the last seven days. The continuation of cool and windy
weather has slowed crop development. As of May 19, seeding stands at 73 per cent complete,
compared to 30 per cent a week ago and the 5-year average of 51 per cent.

e Overall, surface moisture conditions are rated as 69 per cent good to excellent, compared to 82 per
cent a week ago. Warmer weather and more precipitation are needed to help with crop development.
Most spring cereals are in the germination stage, with canola about 89 per cent emerged. There were
reports of frost damage in nearly all areas of the region.

e Pasture conditions are reported as 13 per cent poor, 31 per cent fair, 43 per cent good, and 13 per cent
excellent, with similar ratings reported for tame hay.

Region Four: North West (Barrhead, Edmonton, Leduc, Drayton Valley, Athabasca)

e The mainly cool, dry weather conditions with minimal precipitation during the last week have helped
significantly with seeding progress. Regionally, 70 per cent of the crop is now seeded, compared to 28
per cent a week ago and the 5-year average of 59 per cent.

e  Surface moisture conditions are rated as 45 per cent good to excellent, compared to 59 per cent
excellent a week earlier. Due to cool temperatures and some frost, producers are reporting slow crop
emergence for cereals crops, with canola about 95 per cent emerged.

e Pasture conditions are reported as six per cent poor, 50 per cent fair, 38 per cent good, and six per cent
excellent, with similar ratings reported for tame hay.

Region Five: Peace River (Fairview, Falher, Grande Prairie, Valleyview)

e The weather conditions during the last week have been mainly cool, with overnight frost reported in
most areas. Nearly 55 per cent of the region has now been seeded, compared to 19 per cent a week ago
and the 5-year average of 57 per cent.

e Surface soil moisture conditions are at 61 per cent good to excellent, compared to 62 per cent a week
ago. In terms of crop development, most spring cereals have now germinated, with canola about 97
per cent emerged.

e Pasture conditions are reported as four per cent poor, 27 per cent fair, 51 per cent good, and 18 per
cent excellent, with similar ratings reported for tame hay.
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