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September Estimate of Production of Principal Field
Crops, Alberta, 2012

On October 4, 2012, Statistics Canada released its second
report entitled “Production of principal field crops,
September 2012”.

Key Messages

e Based on the report, total production of principal field
crops in Alberta in 2012 is projected at 19.8 million
tonnes. If realized, this would be down 2.8 per cent
from 2011, but still 22.6 per cent above the 10-year
average (2002-2011). The lower production primarily
stems from anticipated lower yields.

e Spring wheat production is expected to be down 7.4
per cent, to 7.4 million tonnes, due to a decline in
harvested area, as well as lower yields.

e Barley production is expected to be up 6.7 per cent, to
4.9 million tonnes, as harvested area is expected to be
up 9.0 per cent. Oat production could fall 17.2 per
cent, to 549,000 tonnes, due to a lower harvested
area.

e Total canola production could drop by 6.4 per cent to
5.0 million tonnes. Even though the harvested acres
are up, the decrease in production is attributed to
lower yields.

e Production of dry peas is expected to increase 23.6 per
cent to a record 995,400 tonnes, as a result of
increased yields and harvested area.

Note: The September estimate is preliminary and is the second of three production
estimates planned by Statistics Canada. The November estimates, which contain
the third and final crop production statistics for the year, is scheduled for release on
December 5, 2012.
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Total Alberta Crop Production could decrease in 2012

On October 4, 2012, Statistics Canada released its second report entitled “Production of principal field crops, September 2012.” Based on the report, total 2012
production of principal field crops in Alberta could reach 19.8 million tonnes, and if realized will be down 2.8 per cent from last year, but still 22.6 per cent above
the 10-year average (see Table 1). The decline in production stems from anticipated lower yields, despite total harvested area increasing from 2011. Even
though provincial average yields are down from the previous year, they are still above their respective 10-year averages (see Table 2). Just to caution, these
production estimates reflect yield potentials at the time the survey was conducted (September 4 to September 11, 2012) and are therefore subject to revision.
This is the second of three crop production estimates. The November estimates, which contain the third and final crop production statistics for the year, is
scheduled for release on December 5, 2012.

Table 1: Alberta Crop Production (‘000 tonnes)

Toyear o change Production l_)y Crop Type, Alberta _
Crops 2007 2008 2009 2010r 2011r 2012p| Average| 12vs 11|12 vs Avg Ieor:il p{gdl;(ﬂonmcmigﬁnr;gnvr\:gsatinc Ol’;(c)jlg‘.adl'lr']r?ellf)\ll:\)lg:
Winter Wheat 175.5 386.5]  266.7] 2640 2613[  1973]  2082[ -24.5%|  -52%| ooodcrion‘stems from a dedline in harvested area and
Spring Wheat | 52306  7,272.0| 61806 74843 80275 74360/ 62300  7.4%| 194%| roqiced yields. The provindial average yield is
Durum Wheat 670.0| 1,077.7| 9934 4218 6205  7484|  8349|  206%| -104%( ooy it 480 bushels per acre, down 3.2 per cent
All Wheat 6,076.1 87362 7,440.7 8170.1| 89093 838L7| 72731 -5.9% 15.2%| o011 while harvested area is expected to drop
Oats 627.4 5413  3084|  647.7 6632 5490|6349 -17.2%| -135%| 43 per cent, to 5.7 million acres. For durum wheat,
Barley 51143 54475 3840.7) 45287| 45504 48574 46715  67%|  40%| production could increase 20.6 per cent, to 748,400
RelliRYE 368 76.2 38.1 5038 43.2 558 tonnes due to an increase in harvested area and yield.
Flaxseed 16.3 33.0 28.4 30.5 50.8 32.4 - ~| The provincial average yield is projected at 47.4
Canola 34019  43227) 36287 47400 53297| 49895 3487.2|  -64%| 43.1%| pushels per acre, up 10.2 per cent from 2011. Winter
Dry Peas 527.5 731.4|  666.7) 9825 805.6) 9954 623.9 23.6%| _59.5%| \yheat production could fall to 197,300 tonnes, down

15,800.3 19,888.3 15,951.7 19,150.3

20,352.2 19,773.0 16,122.0

Table 2: Alberta Crop Area and Yield

24.5 per cent from 2011, and 5.2 per cent below the
10-year average. The decline in production is due to a
lower harvested area (down 27.8 per cent), despite the
higher projected yield of 55.8 bushels per acre. Overall,

2011r| 2011r| 2011r| 2012p| 2012p| 2012p| 10-year| Yield % change | total production of all wheat could reach 8.4 million

Crops Seeded | Harvested Yield| Seeded | Harvested Yield| AvgYld| 12vs11[12vs Avg| tonnes, down 5.9 per cent over 2011, but still 15.2 per
(‘000 acres) (bu/acre) (‘000 acres) (bu/acre) cent above the 10-year average.

Winter Wheat 180.0 180.0 533]  130.0 130.0 55.8 293 47%| 13.3% o _ N
Spring Wheat |  6,040.0/  5,952.0 496| 58000  5695.0 48.0 428 32%| 1220 Total barley production is projected at 4.9 million
Durum Wheat 540.0 530.0 430/ 6000 580.0 474 401 102%| 18.1%| tonnes, up 6.7 cent from last year, due to a 9.0 per
All Wheat 6,785.0| 6,662.0 49.1| 6,545.0| 6,405.0 48.1 42.6| -2.0%| 12.89| centincrease in harvested area. The provincial average
Oats 800.0 525.0 81.9|  650.0 435.0 81.8 704|  -01%| 16.20| Yield is projected at 65.6 bushels per acre, or 2.1 per
Barley 3,500.0|  3,120.0 67.0| 3,800.0|  3,400.0 65.6 60.4| -2.1%  g7%| Ccentlower thanin2011.
Fall Rye 55.0 40.0 425 39.1 .
Flaxsge d 65.0 63.0 317 %.1 Total oat production is estimated at 549,000 tonnes, a
Canola 6,150.0,  6,025.0 30.0| 6450.0|  6,300.0 34.9 334 -105%|  4.6% gtetcrifjtsee 4 °ftol7‘_'32 ﬁaedrucc:teiga ﬂ}?]mhg?\}elslterhlsallzamaerg
Dry Peas 745.0 735.0 403|  960.0 930.0 39.3 350  -2.5%|  12.2% :

18,100.0

17,170.0

--- 18,405.0 17,470.0

Figure 1: Production of Selected Principal Field Crops, 2012, Alberta and Canada

provincial average yield is projected to remain virtually
flat at 81.8 bushels per acre, but well above the 10-
year average.

Total canola production could drop by 6.4 per cent to

Million tonnes 5.0 million tonnes and is attributed to lower yields.
25 Seeded and harvested acreage is estimated at 6.5
million acres and 6.3 million acres, respectively, both
Alberta ® Canada record highs. The provincial average yield is projected
20 T 18.64 at 34.9 bushels per acre, or 10.5 per cent lower than in
2011, but still above the 10-year average.
15 13.36
Total production of dry peas is expected to increase
10 8.59 23.6 per cent, to a record 995,400 tonnes, due to a
i substantial increase in seeded and harvested areas.
486 4.99 The provincial average vyield is projected at 39.3
5 274 bushels per acre, 2.5 per cent lower than in 2011, but
1.00 still above the 10-year average.
0 : :
Spring Wheat Durum Wheat Oats Barley Canola Dry Peas

2012 Crop Production, Canada
In 2012, production for most principal field crops in Canada could see an increase from last year with the exception of canola and oats. Projections of
Canadian production are 18.64 million tonnes for spring wheat, 4.40 million tonnes for durum, 2.94 million tonnes for oats, 8.59 million tonnes for barley,

13.36 million tonnes for canola, and 2.74 million tonnes for dry peas (see Figure 1).

Note: Totals may not add up due to rounding. 10-year average refers to 2002 to 2011.
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