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July 31 Estimate of Production of Principal Field
Crops, Alberta, 2011

On August 24, 2011, Statistics Canada released its report
entitled “July 31 Estimate of Production of Principal Field
Crops, Canada, 2011”. The Alberta estimates were
generated from a Statistics Canada survey of 4,153 farms in
the province, during the period from July 25 to August 2,
2011.

Based on the Statistics Canada report, total production of
principal field crops in Alberta in 2011 is projected at 19.7
million tonnes. If realized, this would be up 3.3 per cent
from a year ago, and 22.0 per cent above the 10-year
average (2001-2010). The higher production stems from an
overall increase in seeded and harvested areas, along with
relatively strong yields.

Overall, provincial average yields are projected to be above
average. Just to caution, these estimates reflect yield
potentials at the time the survey was conducted.

The July 31 estimate is preliminary and is the first of three
production estimates planned by Statistics Canada. A
second set (September estimate) is scheduled for release on
October 4, while the November estimate, which contains the
final production statistics for 2011, will be released on
December 6, 2011.
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Total Alberta Crop Production Could Increase in 2011

On August 24, 2011, Statistics Canada released its report entitled “July 31 Estimate of Production of Principal Field Crops, Canada, 2011". Based on the report,
total 2011 production of principal field crops in Alberta could reach 19.7 million tonnes, or 3.3 per cent higher than last year, and 22.0 per cent above the 10-
year average (see Table 1). Crop growing conditions in the province this year have been mainly favorable, despite some adverse weather factors. Provincial
average yields are mostly projected to be above their 10-year averages (see Table 2). Just to caution, these production estimates reflect yield potentials at the
time the survey was conducted (July 25 to August 2, 2011). Total seeded area and total harvested area of principal field crops in the province is estimated to
be higher than in 2010.

Table 1: Alberta Crop Production ('000 tonnes) Production by Crop Type, Alberta
10-year % change Total production of spring wheat could increase 2.7 per
Crops 2006 2007] 2008] 2009| 2010 2011p| Average| 11vs 10]11vs Avg| C€Nt tO 7(-j7fm'”'°hr_‘ tﬁ””es-x‘f '”grﬁased prgdUCt'O” is
Winter Wheat 167.4 175.5] 3865  266.7]  264.0|  215.0 188.9] -18.6%| 13.8% a_nt||§|pate “t’”:j tlg er s_eeﬂet a'T’h arvestec Iareas, as
Spring Wheat |  6,678.7| 52306 7,272.0| 6,180.6| 7,484.3| 7,688.4| 5953.8|  27%| 29.1% y!el g IS eXp‘.eccte J otringjnb ah. | N provmcn? a\éerage
Durum Wheat|  657.3|  670.0| 1,077.7|  993.4|  421.8)  579.7|  8259| 37.4%| -20.8% aﬁeatls p;gjdeucgona ol L‘j’; N i pe3r7a2re.erogent:ru$
AllWheat | 7,503.4| 6,076.1| 8,736.2| 7,440.7| 8170.1| 8,483.1| 6,968.6] 3.8%| 21.7% ' P jump by 57.% P /
Oris 706.3 627.4 5413 308.4 647.7 6416 627.8 -0.9% 2% 579,700 tonnes. The marked increase is the result of
' ’ ' ’ ' ' ’ ' ’ much higher nd harvi r X
Barley 44046 51143 54475 38407 4587 48248 46911  65%  29%| . uc bg er seeded and da ested areas, expected Ito
Fall Rye 57.2 36.8 762 38.1 50.8 325 548 -36.0%| -4079%| 0 UP Dy 45.8 per centand 48.6 per cent, respectively.
Flaxseed 36.3 16.3 3.0 284 305 476 203 s6.1%| e2.50| 16 Provincial average yield is projected at 41.0
o N B . N o s . (] . 0
bushels per acre, down 7.4 per cent from a year ago,
Canola 3424.6| 34019 4322.7| 34700| 44906 4762.7 3,079.0|  6.1%| 54.7% ; K :
Mixed Grains 65.9 24.1 306 23.0 245 31.0 364 26.5%| -14.8% E:’J(Edli(tiltlll 0: bg\)/jl dthj ecllig eyefa:)rr ?x:rasgei'on\g"g;re vz)r:‘eaat
E'y :eas 55(2)'2 52;'(5) 73(1)'3 Gggz ?SZ‘Z 7‘2'2 5?3‘: ';2'::;" 3?2‘23’ "year-over-year" basis to 215,000 tonnes, but remains
Sl : - : : : . b -30.8% 5%1 above the 10-year average. The decline is anticipated
Mustard Seed 256 28.1 37.1 47.7 525 29.9 341 -43.0%| -12.3%

due to lower seeded and harvested areas, along with a
lower projected yield. Overall, total production of all
wheat could reach 8.5 million tonnes, an increase of

16,776.5 15,852.5 19,956.0 15,893.8 19,039.8 19,670.1 16,122.0 22.0%

3.8 per cent over 2010, and 21.7 per cent above the
Table 2: Alberta Crop Area and Yield 10-year average.

2010/ 2010| 2010/ 2011p| 2011p| 2011p| 10-year| Yield % change
Crops Seeded Harvested Yield| Seeded Harvested Yield| AvgYid| 11vs10[11vsAvg| Total barley production is projected at 4.8 million

('000 acres) (bu/acre) ('000 acres) (bu/acre) tonnes, up 6.5 per cent from 2010. The provincial
Winter Wheat 175.0 175.0 554 160.0 160.0 49.4 473 -10.8% 4.59| average yield is projected at 68.0 bushels per acre, or
Spring Wheat |  6,000.0|  5,885.0 46.7| 67215.0| 6,050.0 46.7 413 0.0%| 13.0%| 2.1 per cent higher than in 2010 and above the 10-year
Durum Wheat 360.0 350.0 443 525.0 520.0 41.0 381 -7.4% 7.7%| average. Seeded area is expected to decline 1.9
All Wheat 6,535.0| 6,410.0 46.8| 6,900.0| 6,730.0 46.3 41.1| -1.19%| 12.8%| Percent, while harvested area is expected to increase
Oats 950.0 530.0 79.2 785.0 530.0 78.5 68.6 -0.9% 14.5%| 4.3 per cent.
Barley 3,750.0| 3,125.0 66.6] 3,680.0| 3,260.0 68.0 59.1 21%|  15.1% o
Fall Rye 45.0 45.0 44.4 30.0 30.0 4.7 382| -38%| 11.8%| Total oat production is expected to be 642,000 tonnes,
Flaxseed 40.0 38.0 316 60.0 60.0 313 252 -0.9%| 24.19%| down marginally 0.9 per cent from 2010, due to a
Canola 5,460.0|  5,400.0 36.7| 6,150.0/ 5,950.0 35.3 319 -3.8%| 10.6%| reduction in seeded area. The provincial average yield
Mixed Grains 180.0 20.0 60.0 120.0 20.0 76.0 548 267%| 38.7%| IS Projected at 78.5 bushels per acre, a 0.9 per cent
Dry Peas 910.0 895.0 38.5 7100  675.0 40.4 34.2 49%| 18.10| decline from 2010, but still above the 10-year average.
Lentils 140.0 135.0 29.1 100.0 95.0 28.6 143 -1.6%| 100.0% ) )
Mustard Seed 1100] 1100 21.0 70.0 70.0 18.8 157 -106%| 19.9%| 1otal canola production could increase 6.1 per cent

from 2010, to a record 4.8 million tonnes. This stems
from increased seeded and harvested areas. The
seeded and harvested acreages in 2011 are estimated
at 6.2 million acres and 6.0 million acres, respectively

18,120.0 16,708.0 --- 18,605.0 17,420.0

Figure 1: Production of Selected Principal Field Crops, 2011, Alberta and Canada

filicnlonies (both record highs). Regarding vyield, the provincial
25 average is projected at 35.3 bushels per acre, and is
mAlberta B Canada above the 10-year average.

2O 17.37 i i i
Total production of dry peas is expected to decline by
15 13.19 21 per cent, to 743,000 tonnes from the record of
937,600 tonnes set in 2010. This is due to lower
@ 827 seeded and harvested areas more than offsetting an
‘ expected yield increase. The provincial average yield is
4.82 476 projected at 40.4 bushels per acre, or 4.9 per cent
g 213 higher than in 2010, while seeded and harvested areas
0.74 could fall by 22.0 per cent and 24.6 per cent,

0 1 1 1 | respectively.
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2011 Crop Production, Canada

The July 31 estimates suggest that in 2011, production for most principal field crops in Canada could see an increase from last year. Projections of
Canadian production are 17.37 million tonnes for spring wheat, 3.75 million tonnes for durum, 2.89 million tonnes for oats, 8.27 million tonnes for barley,
13.19 million tonnes for canola, and 2.13 million tonnes for dry peas (see Figure 1).

Note: Totals may not add up due to rounding. 10-year average refers to 2001 to 2010. August 26, 2011

Source: Statistics Canada p - Preliminary r - Revised --- Not applicable bu - Bushels Avg - Average Yid - Yield
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