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November 2016 Estimate of Production of Principal

Field Crops, Alberta

On December 6, 2016, Statistics Canada released the
November estimates of crop production for 2016.

Key Messages

Although the 2016 crop season in Alberta started
with a dry spring, farms across the province received
appropriate precipitation at the right time to produce
above average yields. However, persistent wet and
cold weather conditions from mid-August and
excessive soil moisture delayed the harvest season
which was one of the longest on record.

In 2016, the production of selected field crops
(including forages) totalled 34.0 million tonnes, up
24.4 per cent from a year ago. Excluding forages,
production totalled 24.6 million tonnes, up 16.0 per
cent from last year. In either case, this is the highest
production after 2013.

Spring wheat production increased by 10.3 per cent,
from 7.2 million tonnes to 8.0 million tonnes, due to
higher yields, despite a decline in harvested area.

Barley production increased to 4.4 million tonnes,
from 4.3 million tonnes in 2015, as yields increased
13.3 per cent, compensating the 9.4 per cent decline
in harvested area.

Canola production dropped 1.2 per cent to 5.8 million
tonnes from 5.9 million tonnes in 2015, which is still
21.0 per cent higher than the 10-year average.

Forage production increased 53.8 per cent from last
year to 9.4 million tonnes. This was attributed to
higher production of both fodder corn and tame hay.
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Total 2016 Crop Production Increased in Alberta

On December 6, 2016, Statistics Canada released its final 2016 estimates of crop production for Canada and provinces. Production of selected field
crops (including forages) in Alberta totalled 34.0 million tonnes, up 24.4 per cent from a year ago. Excluding forages, production totalled 24.6 million
tonnes, up 16.0 per cent from 2015 (see Table 1). In either case, this is the highest production on record after 2013. Although producers were
challenged with a wet and cold harvest season, crop production in 2016 was 21.1 per cent higher than the 10-year average (2006-2015), while
forage production was 10.9 per cent above the 10-year average, resulting in an 18.1 per cent increase in total production of crop and forage from
the 10-year average. Provincial average yields were higher than in 2015 and the 10-year averages (see Table 2). However, the wet cold weather
and a long harvest season impacted crop quality which was generally below average. While total seeded areas of principal field crops increased 0.6
per cent, harvested areas declined 1.5 per cent.

Table 1: Alberta Crop Production (‘000 tonnes) Production by Crop Type, Alberta
10-year 9% change Total production of spring wheat in 2016,
2011 2012 2013 2014) 2015r) 2016p) Average 16vs15| 16vsAvg| increased 10.3 per cent, to 8.0 million tonnes. The
Winter Wheat 261.3 206.8 261.3 272.2 225.9 3184 2488/ 409%|  28.0%| higher production stemmed from an increase in
Spring Wheat 7,957.8 7,429.9| 10,169.6 8,369.1 7,247.6 7,995.9 7,405.1 10.3% 8.0% average y|e|d (Up 26.1 per cent) Compensating for
Durum Wheat 620.5 732.1 870.9 707.6 816.5| 1,583.9 7568 940%|  1093%| the decline in harvested area (down 12.1 per
All Wheat 8,839.6| 8368.8 11,301.8| 9,348.9| 8290.0| 9,898.2| 84107 19.4%| 17.7%

cent). The provincial average vyield was 59.5

Oats 738.7 518.2 601.5 542.9 393.3 624.6 562.6|  58.8% 11.0% )
Barley 46680 44633 55454| 41313 42802| 43980 46433  25%|  -5.3%| Pushels per acre, with harvested area at 5.0
Fall Rye 54.0 343 36.3 30.9 33.0 49.5 429  50.0% 15.5%| million acres. Durum wheat production increased
Mixed Grains 79.6 10.5 13.3 12,9 12.2 249 207 1041%| -16.0%| 94.0 per cent, to a record of 1.6 million tonnes,
Flaxseed 54.7 419 73.7 87.6 83.8 54.6 48.6| -34.8% 12.3%| due to a 42.9 per cent increase in harvested area
Canola 53479 5097.2| 61689  579.9| 58513 57833 47780 -12%| 21.0%| to 1.2 million acres. The average yield was up
Corn for Grain 35.6 35.6 66.0 91.4 87.6 63.5 42.8 -27.5% 48.4%| 35.7 per cent from last year, to 50.6 bushels per
Dry Beans 44.0 4.7 48.1 66.0 47.9 54.7 487  14.2% 122%| acre. Overall, production of all wheat was 9.9
Fababeans 0.0 0.0 0.0 107.5 81.6 54.4 194 -333%|  1806%| nyiion tonnes, an increase of 19.4 per cent from
Dry Peas 805.6| 11,2084 1,321.3 1,475.1|  1,3145| 2,271.2 9586  72.8%| 1369%| 5y

Lentils 76.0 68.1 1103 84.4 176.4 506.2 63.1| 187.0%| 702.7%

Mustard Seed 26.8 35.9 37.2 59.4 319 71.6 379 124.5% 89.0%| Total barley production increased 2.5 per cent
Triticale 21.6 19.1 16.9 17.5 14.5 19.6 202|  35.2% -32%| from last year to 4.4 million tonnes. The average
Sugar Beets 703.1 598.7 598.7 580.6 503.5 725.7 612.8]  44.1% 18:4%| \ield improved 13.3 per cent to 77.7 bushels per
All Crops 21,495.2] 20,544.7| 25,939.4| 22,433.3[ 21,210.7] 24,600.0] 20,319.2] 16.0%| 21.1%

acre, while harvested area was down 9.4 per cent

Tame Hay 7,937.9| 7,711.1]  7,588.6 7,257.5|  4,971.4| 78199 7,466.6| 57.3% 4.7% 2.6 mill
Fodder Corn 1,388.0 784.7|  1,179.3 943.5|  1,115.8) 1,542.2 972.5|  38.2% s.6%| [0 2:6 million acres.
All Forages 9,325.9 8,495.8| 8,767.9 8,201.0| 6,087.2| 9,362.1| 8,439.1 53.8% 10.9%] Total canola production dropped 1.2 per cent to
30,821.1 29,040.5 30,634.3 27,297.9 33,962.1 28,758.2 24.4% ERL7Y 5 8 million tonnes. This was attributed to a lower
harvested area of 5.5 million acres (down 11.0 per
Table 2: Alberta Crop Area and Yield cent from 2015), despite average yield increasing
2015r zo1sﬂ 20157r 2016p]  2015r] 2016p 1o-year| Yield % change | 11.3 per cent, to 46.4 bushel per acre, a new high
Crops Seeded| Seeded|Harvested| Harvested Yield Yield| Avg Yld] 16 vs 15| 16 vs Avg record.
('000 acres) (bushel/acre
Winter Wheat 150.0] 1850 150.0 185.0 553 632 538 143%| 176%w| In 2016, dry peas production increased
Spring Wheat 5860.0/ 53350  5640.0 4,955.0 47.2 59.5 473 26.1% 25.7%| significantly by 72.8 per cent to a record 2.3
Durum Wheat 820.0 1,170.0 805.0 1,150.0 37.3 50.6 43.2] 35.7% 17.2%| million tonnes, due to a higher yield of 46.1 bushel
All Wheat 6,850.0| 6,705.0/  6,595.0 6,290.0 46.2 58.0 47.1| 255%| 23.3%| per acre (up 35.6 per cent from 2015) and
Oats 670.0 720.0 340.0 425.0 75.0 95.3 756  27.1% 26.0%| harvested area (up 27.5 per cent).
Barley 3,350.0/ 3,200.0| 2,870.0 2,600.0 68.6 77.7 64.6] 13.3% 20.3%
Fall Rye 45.0 65.0 30.0 42.0 433 46.4 423 7.2% 9.7%| Total oats production increased by 58.8 per cent,
Mixed Grains 80.0 105.0 10.0 20.0 60.0 61.0 60.7 1.7% 0.6%| to 624,600 tonnes, due to an increase in both
Flaxseed 115.0 70.0 115.0 64.0 28.7 33.6 29.1 17.1% 15.3% y|e|d and harvested area. Harvested area was up
Canola 6,220.0| 5950.0|  6,180.0 5,500.0 417 46.4 36.9]  11.3% 258%| 25.0 per cent to 425,000 acres, while average
Corn for Grain 40.0 25.0 30.0 18.0 115.0 138.9 101.7]  20.8% 36.6%| vield rose 27.1 per cent to 95.3 bushels per acre.
Dry Beans 40.0 45.0 38.0 45.0 46.3 44.7 389  -3.6% 15.0%
Fababeans 80.0 45.0 77.0 41.0 39.0 48.8 452]  25.2% 8.1%| Lentils production reached a new high of 506,200
Dry Peas 1,445.0 1,845.0 1,420.0 1,810.0 34.0 46.1 38.8, 35.6% 18.8%| tonnes (up 187.0 per cent from 2015), as a result
Lentils 285.0 575.0 283.0 560.0 22.9 332 29.6]  44.9% 122%| of a 97.9 per cent increase in harvested area and
Mustard Seed 90.0 135.0 88.0 132.0 16.0 23.9 17.8]  49.5% 341%| 3 44.9 per cent increase in the average yield, to
Tritiicale 35.0 30.0 10.0 13.0 57.0 59.2 48.8 3.9% 21.3%
tons/acre) 1,993 pounds per acre.
Sugar Beets 18.0 25.0 18.0 25.0 30.8 32.0 26.5 3.9% 20.8%| In 2016, Forage production increased 53.8 per
Tame Hay 4,875.0 4,825.0 4,225.0 4,395.0 1.3 2.0 1.7 53.8% 19.8% cent to 9.4 million tonnes and was attributed to
Fodder Corn 90.0 110.0 65.0 85.0 18.9 20.0 17.7, 5.8% 12.8% higher production of both fodder corn and tame

24,328.0 24,475.0 22,394.0

hay. Fodder corn production increased 38.2 per

Figure 1: Production of Selected Principal Field Crops, 2016, Alberta and Canada cent to 1.5 million tonnes, while tame hay
Million tonnes production increased 57.3 per cent to 7.8 million
35 tonnes.
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l 205 18.4 Total 2016 Canadian production was 20.5 million
5 tonnes for spring wheat, 7.8 million tonnes for
15 T durum, 8.8 million tonnes for barley, 3.1 million
48 tonnes for oats, 18.4 million tonnes for canola,
23 and 4.8 million tonnes for dry peas (see Figure 1).
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Note: Totals may not add up due to rounding. 10-year average refers to 2006 to 2015.
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