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| Fitting & Showino

Fitting and showing is the main activity for many 4-H dairy clubs. The “Preparing to Lead” and “Leading
to Win” booklets printed by Holstein Canada have become the standard documents to learn information
about training, fitting and showing your 4-H project (or any other show animal). They are included in this
section for your reference in learning these skills.

Fitting and Showing Clinics

Instead of demonstrating fitting and showing at a regular 4-H meeting when time is limited, it may be
advantageous to organize a fitting and showing clinic to give members time for hands on practice.

A sample schedule for a clinic is as follows:

When: Saturday, 9:30am to 3:00pm
Where: local farm
What: A day to practice calf preparation and showing skills

What to bring: Bring yourself, plus: white show clothes, lunch, a show halter with your
name on it, brushes, cattle clippers

Agenda:
9:30 Registration
9:45 Welcome, overview of the day & begin washing calves
10:30 Hoof trimming demonstration
10:45 Clipping demonstration
11:00 Start clipping
12:30 Lunch
1:00 Finish Clipping
1:30 Show preparation and ethics discussion
2:00 Showmanship demonstration
2:30 Practice showing

3:00 Safe trip home



[Resource Guide - Fitting & Showing | [ Thed-HDairyProject ]

Selecting Dairy Show Animals

Whether you are selecting a 4-H project animal or an entire show string for your herd, there are several
things to consider.

e Conformation — analyzing the conformation of potential show animals is an important part of
showing. Itis hard to be successful if you don’t pick the most correct animals to show! Refer to
the judging scorecard to help you assess your potential show animals and make the selection to the
best of your ability. Remember that conformation is not everything — once you have selected your
animal, it is up to you to feed and care for it properly so that it is in the best possible condition to
show.

e Size —select an animal that is adequate for your size and is also well grown for its age. In
showmanship, you will have a more awkward appearance showing an animal that is too small for
you; but, you might have trouble controlling an animal that is too large for you to handle.

e Registered or Grade — while it is not necessary for 4-H project animals to be registered at the local
level, many shows require animals to be registered at a specific percentage of purity. Purebred
animals also have higher values for sale or breeding.

e Temperament — You can’t expect an untrained animal to lead perfectly after practicing once or
twice, but animals with a gentler disposition will be easier to work with than animals that are less
docile. Handling animals from a young age will help ensure that they are quiet and easier to work
with as they get older.

Show Preparation Schedule
Preparing animals to show is a big job — not something that can be done in two days before the big event.

Here is a sample timeline to help you keep on track when getting animals ready to show:

Right Away e Make sure the calf has the proper vaccinations. Consult a vet.
e Train the calf
e Wash and clip the calf

e Arrange for transportation of the calf if you are unsure about
how to do this

Four to six weeks before the e Trim the hooves
show
Three weeks before the show e Buy or borrow equipment and put your name on it

e Double-check the time you need to be at the show

One or two days before the show | ¢ Do the final clipping

Day of the show e Wash the calf for the last time before showing

e Prepare the calf for the show ring
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Insert Preparing to Lead pdf from Holstein Canada
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Dairy Showmanship

Preparing your calf for the show is just one component of dairy showmanship. Your personal poise,
alertness and neatness are also important in the show ring. Keep an eye on your animal and be aware of
the position of the judge at all times. Don’t be distracted in the ring. Respond quickly to requests from the
judge. Be courteous and a good sport at all times. Show the animal, not yourself. Keep showing until the
entire class is placed, reasons are given and the entire class is out of the ring.

The judge follows the Dairy Showmanship Scorecard:

Showmanship Scorecard

Appearance of animal .........cccviviiviniinnnnninnnn e, 40%
¢ Condition, ideal weight
e Grooming, clipping
e C(Cleanliness

Appearance of eXhibitor ...........cuereerrrecreenrveivneeneecneeneennes 10%
e Clothes and person, neat and clean
e White pants and shirt (no logos worn for 4-H shows)
e Hard soled boots or shoes

Showing the animal in the ring .......cccccvvivvnivcinnneniencsneinns 50%
e Leading
e Standing
e Showing animal to its best advantage
* Poise, alertness and attitude
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Insert Leading to Win document from Holstein Canada
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Show Ring Ethics

Dairy cattle shows have been happening since the late 1800s — they provide opportunities for exhibitors
to compare their cattle to those of others, market their animals, network and develop relationships with
other dairy exhibitors. However, many people find it difficult to participate because of the unethical show
preparation procedures of some individuals.

Competing to win is healthy - but not if it means jeopardizing morals, integrity or animal health. Itis
important to convey a positive image of dairy farming to the general public, so they feel comfortable about
where their food comes from and the farmers who produce it.

Misrepresenting information, like falsified birthdates, affects the integrity of registration processes in
Canada and is unfair to other exhibitors. Preparation procedures like tail freezing (which can cause
permanent paralysis) and injecting substances into udders contravene the Code of Ethics and can be
detrimental to the animal.

As 4-H members, it’s important to take responsibility for our actions and participate in shows in an ethical
mannetr.

Each dairy breed in Canada has its own Code of Ethics, although they are all very similar. The Code and its
penalties for showing Holsteins in Canada can be found on the next page. To help ensure integrity in the
show ring, dairy cattle exhibitors at shows across the country are now required to sign agreements stating
that they will abide by the rules - these are also included.
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. NAME OF HOLSTEIN SHOW: A
STANDARD EXHIBITOR'S AGREEMENT ~, ™

Indrvidnal Name

City
Pottal Code/Zop Coumtry
Bam Tel Fxx E-mal

AGREEMENT, DECLARATION, AND WANER

THE LMD BERSGHETE, DN HEHAL FOF THE ERHIBITOR AND Al PRINCEPAL 5 AND HEPRESENTATIVES OF THE

EXHHITOR, DEC1 ARES THAT HE'SHE HAS REAL, FLULLY UNDERSTANDS AND Wl 1 COMPLY WITH THE
MILES AMD REGIN ATIONS FOR SHOWING.

If eniry 1 accepird by the Shivw orgamizert, the ulerasned] on it or her oamn behalf and the exniwior and the

princapals and spenis of the exhilnior ackrrwledse and apree that they and each of them:

(1) awebound by, and wall act at 2l bmes m accantance with the: Boles and Reglxtons for Shovemy Deanry Catfle,
accept any fnal decwiom made thenermdes;

(D) accepk: that any acton wihich may be taken imder the: shove may be reposted to any astociation repelermg

brvesinek; and

3) Mﬂwmmhmmnmmmmmmﬂ
volnniesrs (mmllectreely the “Shine rarrerd”) lnmieis frm any acbon taéen under ot the
Rnlex snd Begulatise for Showmss Dary Caitle, the Standard Procednmes and Penalbe: i Enfoecmy Roles
amd Regdabyme for Showme Dary Cattle, ar amy other show mles and regalatvae, and redeste the: Show
orpanizrrs frien and agamst sy mpury, denoge o kot toffered domeg or m oomechion with the Shivw,
whether or not soch mpry, damape or loss resnlied fiom or was coninbuoied to deecly or mdimectly, by the
act: or omeaont of the: Show orpsmrs:

The undexsuzmed fimrther ceriifies ot

(1) =y ammal endered 13 oot cnrentty bared from shoowss 2t sy fishee dairy i m Nmth Amenea; and

I Do owner of the enteved s, whether divect o mdaredt, 3% cnmenty bamed from oo any other aomal
at amy fishwe dawy show m Mmth Amenes

I dechae by sasmump thos entry ot

(1) the enbry mibymmbon provided 1o the Shive orgamzert 12 e and cormest

{Z) Thxve the suthoriy to make fin: AGREEMENT, DECLARATION, AND WAIVER,, and to und alll pevtom:.
Iﬂmhpmmmjm:huﬂnulm]{s}mﬂnimﬁﬂmm
DECLABATION, AND WAIVER, and do so bimd themn, thesr apentz, hers, soccestors and siaens ar, in the
extent that T do not harwe: thit suthowity, will emre Hit snch perton(s) tipn this aprecment:

(3) 1 =ndl all oihey persoun: and enterprizes with an mievest m the enteved aummiE) accept fidl resporainhty fm oy
actimns, and for thote of ampme elde, nchading bot not imited to fittert, who are mvolived o the cre of, show
preparation and/or showie of the: enteved ammmky)

1 HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND, AND AGREE TO THE ABCOVE

X
Syysiure, Cherer or Aullwrired Apentiftepreseniaive Cader

X
Print, Dwrer or Aulhwrired AgenbiRepresentaiive D

“THES AGRFFMIENT MUST BE SIGNAD BHRORE ANEAL S CAN ENTER THE RING™
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ﬁb STANDARD AGREEMENT BETWEEN Ly

OWNERS AND HITTERS Rt

Fintateds Gazndia FOR HOLSTHN SHOWS

I agree | am perionally responsible fin the care, welfare, anl condibon of your amnmls durmg
the: pexiodl of the Shower. 1 acknowledpe: that I am respontible for my own actum: and filores to
act and for the actims sl fashoe to act of all of my emplipess and anyEe elie who assas me
with the Gitinpg. care, and thirw preparation of your aynmals.

I promize that T will alvide bry the Rules and Repubrtions fr Showing Holsteim Cattle, the
Holsteim Cattle, and awy sther show rules amd repubslions. Iwill alio exsore that all of oy
preparation of the anamalks comply with the tame reqmerementz [ aoderstnd that a Gnlore to
adheve 3 2ach requirementt coold resntt 10 ditcipbmary measuret mehutmg potable axpession
or bum of me., my employees and helpers, the ammal(y), the ownes anlfor the: exbabotor of the
mchadmp o sy astnciatum reirrme purebved beettock.

I relemse and apyee to bold the Show, the Show mpanczess and ifs officials, deectors, pfficers,
firom any achon Bken undes the: asyeement, the Roles -ﬂRngullhm.tin'S]mwmanm
Caitle, Standan] Frocednres and Penalties fiw Enforcing Roles and Repolations fe

Holttern Cattle and sy other Shisr roles and repunlabions, and relese the Shive orpamzers from
and agamit any myuy, dampr or lost suffeved dormg or m comnecton with the Show, wrhether
or ool fixch mpwy, damare o logs resulied from & was conintroied in, directly or mabirectly, by
the actz or senetions of the Showr mpancers:.

| HAVE READ, INDERSTAND, AN AGREF TGO THE ABOVE

Persan in Chamge [Prnt) Symahae af Person in Chege

CwnerBxhibiksr Mame [Print) Dl
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AILES AND FEGIA ATHONS FOR SHORNING HOLSTHN CATTLE
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. STANDARD PROCEDURES AND PEMALTIES FOR ENFORCING 7 F'-.
‘& HRLALES AND REGULATHONS FOR SHOWNG HOLSTER CATILE - 8

S LA L Y L

The punpose of these procedeses s o put indo efliect the Foles and Regoelafions for Showng Holsten
Calile o= pubiched by Sy eraerers. Where Here is amy conllict bebeesn the Ffes ol Reagehivns
aud thesp poeceduires, the Fules ol Rerpedaiions shall preval ot extent of e confliict

1. The show crrasorrers wnll eresme all
corenrxivbyiees o an apreeyeet to alde by
i Enlow axel] Keprol st S Shorsnmg Flol clean
Catfle— mifhes am 2 separate dororent o a5 part of
Tl eniry fimm.

2 The showr crrawrerrs wnll appomt deosroried
o o act 2 2 Enles Coeveittee: ot the
Holslen Show. The Enles Commitive o fhe
Sharer mall be resporsible fix oresemng

with the Nudec craf Bayulosions o
Shrneiny Flciaier Cortin.
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mdmm Tokelpm

{] e collerhon and ety of 2wy of the
amral’s ady Fhads at ey tome

ﬂzﬂdm;tm:fm:ﬂntﬂhﬂm

4. The Ingwrior may, at =y time. repnine the
delrvery of 2y hypondermae syrinpe needle or
oiher devae soabs, clothe, or ofther raierial, o
ke, o awy medhoine preyarabion o
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for fhe pampaae of labasbwy anabyss

3. Al exinluica= fittvrs i, or ofher persre,

artimge on bedalf of the extulnior at the sheor shall
povkde prompthy o the Roles Corertion. mpon.
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afier recrninye wch 3 wamne. oo vaclatoms of the
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il caly e fhe aboree warsmy to 2w exbolbeier
o exiubvirr™s reprrwoslal oo where the corr e tion
creders 1t reascmalhle el practyal o dio o amd
oot . ooy tasees of dispsabifierahon of enfeoes
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