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General Structure of the Forel�mbs

The Forel�mbs

Forearm • Long w�th well-defined muscl�ng that t�es �n close to the knee.

• Large at the top of the forearm and tapers as �t approaches the knee.

• Draft and stock type horses w�ll have more volume of muscle �n the 
forearm when compared to the hunter, saddle and pony types.

Knee • Large, flat and clean-cut.

Cannon • Shorter than the forearm and �s w�de w�th well-defined tendons 
along the back of the cannon when v�ewed from the s�de.

Pastern • Has an �deal angle of 45 degrees. 

Hoof • Has an �deal angle of 45 degrees.

• Should be durable and of appropr�ate s�ze for the horse.
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The H�ndl�mbs

The H�ndl�mbs

S�de V�ew • A plumb l�ne dropped from the po�nt of the buttock should pass 
along the back of the hock, cannon and fetlock, and str�ke the 
ground 7.5 to 10 cm (3-4 �nches) beh�nd the heel.

Rear V�ew • A plumb l�ne dropped from the po�nt of the buttock should pass 
through the center of the hock, cannon, fetlock, pastern and hoof.

• The feet should be as far apart at the ground as they are at the 
hock.

General Structure of the H�ndl�mbs

The H�ndl�mbs

Hock • Is large, deep, w�de, clean and well-defined.

Cannon • Is shorter than the d�stance from the st�fle to the hock.

• Is w�de w�th well-defined tendons along the back of the cannon 
when v�ewed from the s�de.

Pastern • Has an �deal angle of 45-50 degrees.

Hoof • Should be durable and of appropr�ate s�ze for the horse. 
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Head
From the Front

Shape • Is tr�angular w�th w�de set eyes, taper�ng to a reasonably s�zed 
muzzle.

Eyes • Are large and set out on the s�des of the head.

Nostr�ls • Are large and flar�ng.

Ears • Are clean cut and �n proport�on to the s�ze of the head.

From the S�de 

Shape • Is tr�angular and deep from the poll to the jaw, taper�ng to a 
reasonable s�ze muzzle.

• Br�dge of nose may be stra�ght or sl�ghtly d�shed. 

• Throatlatch �s clean and free from excess fat.

Body
Neck

Length • Long from the poll to the w�thers.

Shape • Clean and tr�m, arch�ng from poll to w�thers.

Set • H�gh and smooth �nto the top of the w�thers and h�gh �nto the chest 
above the po�nt of the shoulder.

W�thers

Shape • Long, ty�ng smoothly �nto the back, and h�gh enough to hold the 
saddle on securely.

Shoulder

Angle • Length and angle of shoulder are long, and slop�ng about 45 
degrees to a�d �n shock absorpt�on.

Chest and R�bs (Barrel)

S�ze • The chest �s deep and w�de when v�ewed from the front. 

• The r�bs are well-sprung and deep.

• Th�s conformat�on prov�des room for the max�mum funct�on of the 
heart and lungs.
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Back and Lo�n (Coupl�ng)

S�ze • Is short and w�de over the top.

• Is well-muscled.

• The only skeletal support �n the lo�n �s prov�ded by the sp�nal 
column. Therefore, adequate muscl�ng �s necessary for add�t�onal 
strength. Inadequate muscl�ng and a long coupl�ng often result �n a 
sagg�ng, weak top l�ne, often referred to as a swayback.

H�p and Croup

Length • Is long and well-muscled.

Shape • The po�nt of the croup �s d�rectly over the po�nt of the h�p. 

• Croup should slope gently to the ta�l head.

H�ndquarters From the S�de

S�ze • The h�ndquarters are deep and well-muscled.

H�ndquarters From the Rear

S�ze • The h�ndquarters are deep and well-muscled.

• Muscle volume, length and defin�t�on depend on body type.

• Both the �ns�de and outs�de of the legs should be well-muscled. 

• The gask�n muscle should t�e h�gh �nto the st�fle and deep �nto the 
hock.

Shape • Is well-rounded over the croup.

• The w�dth at the st�fle should be at least as great as the w�dth at 
the po�nt of the h�p.
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Dev�at�ons from Ideal (Bas�c Faults)

Head

Roman Nose • The br�dge of the nose has a rounded or convex shape when 
v�ewed from the s�de

• Restr�cts the horse’s frontal v�s�on

P�g Eye • Small eyes wh�ch are set too far back �nto the head 

• Restr�cts v�s�on, espec�ally to the rear

• Horse often has a nervous or unruly d�spos�t�on

Parrot Mouth • Top jaw �s longer than bottom jaw

Monkey Mouth • Bottom jaw �s longer than top jaw
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Neck

Ewe Neck • Neck appears to be “turned over” 

• Restr�cts flex�on at the poll

• Horse tends to throw head upward 

• Restr�cts v�s�on

Cresty Neck • Excess fat depos�ts on the crest of the neck 

• Increases the we�ght carr�ed on the forelegs

Shoulder

Steep Shoulder • Shoulder angle steeper than 50 degrees 

• Decreases the length of str�de

• Increases concuss�on or pressure on the forelegs
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Chest

Narrow Chest • Legs are too close together

• Legs may �nterfere when horse travels

Extra-W�de 
Chest

• Legs set too far apart

• Causes a labour�ng, waddl�ng str�de

Topl�ne

Mutton 
W�thers 

• Low, w�de w�thers

• W�thers are prone to �njury �f saddle sl�des forward

• Hard to keep the saddle �n place - prone to sl�p to one s�de

Sway Back • Weak topl�ne

• Usually seen �n older horses

• Usually seen �n horses w�th long backs and/or lo�ns

• Restr�cts ab�l�ty to pull legs forward beneath the h�ndquarters

Roach Back • Lo�n has a rounded (convex) appearance when v�ewed from the 
s�de 

• Restr�cts flex�b�l�ty
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H�p and Croup

Goose Rump • H�p �s too steep when v�ewed from the s�de 

• Decreases the length of str�de and speed 

• Increases concuss�on on the h�nd legs

Rafter H�p • When v�ewed from the rear, the w�dth at the po�nt of the h�p �s 
greater than the w�dth at the st�fle

• The h�p �s too flat over the top

• Ind�cates a lack of muscular development

• Horse may �nterfere dur�ng travel�ng due to lack of muscular 
support
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Heartg�rth and Flank

Shallow 
Heartg�rth

• Depth from w�thers to elbow �s less than the length from elbow to 
ground 

• Restr�cts the capac�ty for heart and lungs

• May decrease endurance of the horse

Shallow Flank 
(Cut up �n the 
Flank)

• Pronounced narrow�ng �n the flank reg�on

• Decreases capac�ty of d�gest�ve system

• Decreases the foal carry�ng capac�ty �n mares

Feet and Legs
Two or more defects �n the feet and legs may appear together. For example, buck knees 
and bench knees, base narrow and toe out, etc.

Front Leg Defects V�ew�ng from the S�de

Buck Knees 
(Over at the 
Knee)

• The knee �s forward of a l�ne that b�sects (d�v�des �n half ) the 
foreleg 

• Th�s horse w�ll be suscept�ble to bowed tendons

Calf Knees 
(Back at the 
Knee)

• The knee �s beh�nd a l�ne that b�sects the foreleg

• Places excess stress on the front of the knee and stra�n on the 
tendons

• Th�s horse w�ll be suscept�ble to ch�p fractures of the knee and 
bowed tendons 

• More ser�ous than buck knees

T�ed-�n at the 
Knee

• The flexor tendon appears to be too close to the cannon bone just 
below the knee 

• Th�s horse w�ll be suscept�ble to bowed tendons
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Front Leg Defects V�ew�ng from the Front

Knock Knees • The knees l�e �ns�de parallel l�nes b�sect�ng the forelegs

• Places excess stress on the outer knee and stra�n on the �ns�de 
l�gaments

Bow Legs 
(Bandy-
Legged)

• The knees l�e outs�de parallel l�nes b�sect�ng the forelegs

• Places excess stress on the �nner knee and stra�n on the outs�de 
l�gament

Bench Knees • The cannon bone �s offset to the outs�de of the knee 

• Places more stress on the �ns�de spl�nt bones

• More suscept�ble to spl�nts or knee ch�ps
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H�nd Leg Defects
H�nd Leg Defects V�ew�ng from the S�de

S�ckle Hocks • Excess�ve angulat�on of the hock jo�nt

• The horse appears to be stand�ng under from the hock down 

• Places excess stra�n on the planter l�gament

• Suscept�ble to curbs

Post Legged • Insuffic�ent angulat�on of the hock jo�nt 

• The ent�re leg appears too stra�ght 

• The h�nd leg �s usually set ahead of a l�ne dropped from the po�nt of 
the buttock 

• The pasterns are usually also too stra�ght

• Places excess stress on the front of the hock jo�nt and on the st�fle 
jo�nt

• Suscept�ble to bog spav�ns, thoroughp�ns or bone spav�ns
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H�nd Leg Defects V�ew�ng from the Rear

Cow Hocks • The hocks are too close together and po�nt toward one another, 
caus�ng the feet to be w�dely separated and often po�nt�ng outward

• One of the worst h�nd leg defects

• Places excess stress on the hock jo�nt and stra�n on the l�gaments 

• Suscept�ble to bone spav�ns, curbs or thoroughp�ns

Bow Legged • The hocks l�e outs�de parallel l�nes b�sect�ng the h�nd legs

• May cause �nterference because horse moves narrower at the 
ground than at the hock

• Places excess stress on the hock jo�nt and stra�n on the l�gaments 

• Suscept�ble to bog spav�ns, curbs or thoroughp�ns




