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Parts of the Donkey
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Head
• Short rather than too long – �n proport�on w�th the rest of the an�mal

• Stra�ght or sl�ghtly d�shed profile

• Eyes – large, m�ld express�on, set low, w�de apart and clear

• Nostr�ls – well shaped & open

• Teeth – good cond�t�on w�th no undershot or overshot jaws

• Jaws – generous, round and open

• Head deep through the jaws taper�ng to a small muzzle

• Ears – long, clean cut, set upr�ght, carr�ed firmly and alertly po�nted

• Appearance –  jennets: fem�n�n�ty, jacks: strength and mascul�n�ty

Neck
• Well proport�oned to the rest of the an�mal, jo�ned to head and shoulder correctly 

and smoothly.

• Crest of the neck should be fa�rly stra�ght, not ewe necked not fallen to the s�de or 
excess�vely fat.

• Neck firm, well fleshed and strong

• Mane usually short and upr�ght, but may fall to the s�de as w�th the horse mane.

Body
• W�thers pract�cally nonex�stent, but �f not�ceable, so much the better.

• Shoulder sl�ghtly slop�ng, although more upr�ght than the horse

• R�bs – well sprung and the g�rth deep

• Chest – relat�vely w�de, not narrow

• Back – short and level or sl�ghtly d�pped �n the case of older an�mals or �n foal 
jennets

• A long out of proport�on back �s undes�rable

• Lo�n – strong broad and firmly coupled

• Quarters – long, w�de and as flat as poss�ble – well fleshed w�th plenty of length 
between po�nt of h�p and po�nt of buttock

• Top of Croup – rounded, not extremely slop�ng

• Ta�l – well set, not low, covered w�th short ha�r and completed by a tuft of long ha�r

L�mbs
• Stra�ght and true w�th adequate bone on proport�on to the type of an�mal. 

• Knees – flat and w�de, cannon bones short

• Hocks – set low, strong, clean and correct shape
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Feet
• Even, good shape and well tr�mmed

• Hard, clean, smooth elast�c and tough

• Feet are generally smaller & more upr�ght than a comparable s�zed horse

Movement
• Level and true, w�ll�ng and act�ve.
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