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Da�ry Strength
Da�ry Strength makes up 25% of the Holste�n score card. 

“Ev�dence of m�lk�ng ab�l�ty, angular�ty, and general openness, w�thout weakness; 
freedom from coarseness, g�v�ng due regard to stage of lactat�on. W�th attract�ve 
�nd�v�dual�ty �nd�cat�ng v�gour, strength, stretch, s�ze and stature w�th harmon�ous 
blend�ng and proport�onal balance of parts; head �nd�cat�ng fem�n�n�ty w�th adequate 
strength, m�d-sect�on relat�vely large prov�d�ng ample capac�ty.”

Holste�n Cow

He�ght - 1.5 meters or 58 �nches

We�ght - 680 kg or 1500 pounds

Jersey Cow

He�ght - 1.3 meters or 52 �nches

We�ght - 450 kg or 1000 pounds



Judg�ng Da�ry | Sec 2: Page 7

4-H Judg�ng Manual

Head

• clean cut and fem�n�ne

• eyes large and br�ght 

• ears carr�ed alertly result�ng �n a head w�th character appropr�ate for the breed

• broad muzzle w�th large, open nostr�ls 

• jaws meet properly w�thout overlap

• strong lower jaw 

• broad forehead

Ideal da�ry head - w�th smooth blend�ng of head, neck and shoulders

Neck

• long, lean and clean

• blend�ng smoothly �nto the shoulder

• clean about the throat, dewlap and br�sket
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W�thers

• well defined, prom�nent and wedge shaped

• dorsal process of vertebrae r�se sharply above shoulder blades

R�bs

• w�de apart 

• r�b bones are w�de, flat and long

Flanks

• deep and refined

Th�ghs

• �ncurv�ng to flat from s�de v�ew 

• from the rear v�ew, w�de apart, prov�d�ng ample room for the udder and �t’s rear 
attachment

Udder

• soft and pl�able �n texture

• free from excess t�ssue or edema (hardness or swell�ng �n the udder)

Bone

• flat, strong and clean cut

Be Aware That:

Stage of lactat�on affects the appearance of the da�ry character of the cow. A cow wh�ch 
has freshened two months pr�or w�ll show more da�ry character than a s�m�lar cow 
wh�ch has been m�lk�ng for n�ne months. As the cow progresses �n her lactat�on, she w�ll 
carry more cond�t�on. Take th�s �nto cons�derat�on when you are judg�ng da�ry cattle.

Cows wh�ch are too da�ry may be fra�l. There �s a po�nt where a cow lacks the strength 
to produce. A cow w�th good da�ry character w�ll also be strong. 
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Shoulder Blades

• set smoothly aga�nst the chest wall and w�thers

• form neat junct�on w�th the body

Chest

• w�de floor, result�ng �n ample w�dth between the legs

• well filled

• des�rable w�dth and power through chest

• narrow and p�nched through the chest

Heart G�rth

• large and deep

• full at the elbows w�th well sprung fore r�bs 

• fore r�bs blend smoothly �nto the shoulders 

Crops 

• well filled

Back

• strong and stra�ght

• vertebrae are well defined

Lo�n

• broad and sl�ghtly arched 

• vertebrae are well defined

• attachment to h�p bones �s h�gh and w�de
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M�d-sect�on

• long r�bs h�ghly and w�dely sprung

• depth and w�dth of r�bs tend�ng to �ncrease towards the rear

Note

• Look at body capac�ty as be�ng three d�mens�onal. Always cons�der the length, depth 
and w�dth of the da�ry an�mal.

Feet and Legs
“Clean and strong boned, w�th shape and movement of feet and legs result�ng �n proper, 
carr�age of the an�mal.”

Feet and legs make up 25% of the score on the Holste�n Score Card. When evaluat�ng feet 
and legs, check for the follow�ng:

Feet

• short and well rounded, w�th deep heel 

• toes sl�ghtly spaced
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Legs

• pasterns strong, of med�um length and flex�ble  

• forelegs stra�ght and w�de apart w�th feet squarely placed

• h�nd legs nearly perpend�cular from hock to pastern from s�de v�ew

• stra�ght and w�de apart from the rear v�ew

• hocks cleanly molded

• bone flat, strong and fl�nty, w�th tendons well defined

Rump
“Long, w�de and clean cut, blend�ng des�rably w�th the lo�n.”

Rump accounts for 10% of the Holste�n score card. The character�st�cs wh�ch should be 
evaluated when exam�n�ng the rump are:

H�p or Hooks

• w�de, but not prom�nent

• sl�ghtly h�gher than the p�ns

P�ns

• w�de apart and free from patch�ness 

• sl�ghtly lower set than h�p or hooks

Thurls

• h�gh and w�de apart

• g�ve cons�derat�on to the stage of lactat�on

• closer to a l�ne drawn vert�cally from the hook �s more des�rable



 Sec 2: Page 12 | Judg�ng Da�ry

4-H Judg�ng Manual

Ta�lhead

• refined

• carry�ng out level w�th the backl�ne 

• set sl�ghtly h�gher than the p�ns

Ta�l

• long and slender

Pelv�c Angle

• moderately sloped w�th p�ns set sl�ghtly lower than the hooks




