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Judg�ng Da�ry Cattle

The pr�mary funct�on of the da�ry cow �s the econom�cal product�on of m�lk. It has been 
proven that qual�ty type or form �s d�rectly related to funct�on. In other words, a da�ry 
cow w�th good qual�ty type has the potent�al to effic�ently and econom�cally produce 
m�lk.

Th�s un�t w�ll ass�st you �n be�ng able to assess the conformat�on of a da�ry cow by 
help�ng you to:

1. Learn the des�rable po�nts of conformat�on �n a qual�ty da�ry cow and he�fer.

2. Show you how to determ�ne �f a part�cular an�mal possesses these des�rable po�nts.

The first step �s to learn the parts of the da�ry an�mal.

Parts of the Da�ry Cow

Judg�ng the Da�ry Cow

Once you know the parts of the body, the next step to becom�ng a successful da�ry judge 
�s to learn what the �deal an�mal looks l�ke. In th�s sect�on, we w�ll work through the 
parts of a da�ry cow and learn the des�rable and undes�rable character�st�cs.

When you judge, do not ass�gn numer�cal scores. Use the card for relat�ve emphas�s only. 
When cows are class�fied by the offic�al breed class�fiers, class�ficat�ons and absolute 
scores are ass�gned.
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Canad�an Holste�n Cow Score Card

 Perfect Score

1. Mammary System .........................................................................................................................40

2. Da�ry Strength ...............................................................................................................................25

3. Feet and Legs .................................................................................................................................25

4. Rump ................................................................................................................................................10 

Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100

Canad�an Jersey Cow Score Card

 Perfect Score

1. Capac�ty ...........................................................................................................................................17

2. Rump ................................................................................................................................................10

3. Feet and Legs .................................................................................................................................14    

4. Mammary System .........................................................................................................................16

5. Da�ry Character .............................................................................................................................17

6. Fore Udder ......................................................................................................................................10

7. Rear Udder ......................................................................................................................................16

Total ..................................................................................................................................................  100

As you can see, the score cards for each of the d�fferent breeds d�ffers sl�ghtly. The 
�nd�v�dual character�st�cs looked for by each of the breeds �s the same, they just place 
d�fferent emphas�s on the component parts. Because Holste�ns are the predom�nant 
breed �n Canada, the follow�ng �nformat�on w�ll be based on the Holste�n Score Card. 

Mammary System

“A strongly attached, well balanced, level udder of fine texture �nd�cat�ng heavy 
product�on and a long per�od of usefulness.”

The mammary system accounts for 40% of the relat�ve mer�t, mak�ng �t the s�ngle most 
�mportant part of the da�ry cow. Th�s should be no surpr�se as the most �mportant 
econom�c funct�on of the da�ry cow �s m�lk product�on.
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The mammary system �ncludes all of the parts of the body of the da�ry cow wh�ch have 
a role to play �n the product�on of m�lk. Each �nd�v�dual part has �ts own funct�on and �ts 
own spec�fic des�rable qual�t�es.

The udder should be symmetr�cal and well balanced w�th evenness of all four quarters. 
It should be securely attached to the body and be capac�ous, but not necessar�ly large. 
Th�s w�ll g�ve the udder a “m�lky” appearance.

Udder 

• symmetr�cal of moderate length, w�dth and depth

• sl�ght quarter�ng on s�des

The udder should be of �ntermed�ate depth. The udder should never hang below the 
hocks of cow of any age.
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The Med�an Suspensory L�gament �s the strong support�ve l�gament wh�ch runs 
lengthw�se through the center of the udder. It should be strong but not overly t�ght, 
g�v�ng a defin�te cleavage or crease between the halves of the udder. If th�s l�gament �s 
not strong enough, the floor of the udder w�ll bottom out, caus�ng the udder to weaken 
and the teats to po�nt outward.

Udder texture should always be soft, pl�able and elast�c. After m�lk�ng, the udder should 
be well collapsed.

The Fore Udder �s composed of the front parts of the udder. Most �mportant here �s 
the moderately long, firm and smooth attachment of the fore udder to the body wall. A 
longer fore udder attachment prov�des for a more capac�ous udder. W�th a well attached 
fore udder and a strong med�an suspensory l�gament, the quarters w�ll be evenly 
balanced. A strong fore udder attachment corresponds to a longer last�ng da�ry cow.
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The Rear Udder �s composed of the h�nd parts of the udder. Most �mportant here �s the 
h�gh, w�de and firm attachment of the rear udder. It should be balanced �n proport�on to 
the fore udder attachment. The rear udder should have a sl�ghtly rounded appearance 
and be un�form �n w�dth from the top of the attachment to the floor of the udder w�th 
even balance of the quarters.

There should be four fully funct�onal Teats of un�form s�ze and med�um length and 
d�ameter. The teats should be cyl�ndr�cal and plumb and should hang perpend�cular 
to the floor of the udder. From a s�de v�ew, the teats are placed �n the center of each 
quarter. From a rear v�ew, the teats are sl�ghtly closer to the �ns�de than the outs�de of 
each quarter.

The Mammary Ve�ns should be long, tortuous (w�nd�ng) and branch�ng. Prom�nent 
udder ve�n�ng, although �t �s attract�ve, �s not assoc�ated w�th h�gher m�lk�ng ab�l�ty.




