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Soil Moisture Reserves (modeled)  

Current Root zone (1. 2 m) 
• Soil moisture levels vary from very low (less than 1 in 12 years) to 

extremely low ( less than 1 in 25 years) in
– central and western part of the Northern region
– western part of the Central Region 
– southern part of the Peace Region



Soil Moisture Reserves 
as of January 10, 2010 (Wheat)



Soil Moisture Reserves 
as of January 10, 2010 (Pasture)



Probability of returning 
to normal soil moisture 
level by May 1, 2010 
(modeled)
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Monthly Precipitation relative to long 
term normal Fall, 2009 



Variability of annual precipitation 



2009 precipitation relative to long 
term normal



Spring 2010 soil moisture conditions 

• Sub soil moisture conditions are very low in many parts of the 
agricultural regions

• Timely and much above normal winter and early spring precipitation 
is critical to bring soil moisture levels to near normal conditions.



The Alberta Agro-Meteorological Network

Alberta Agriculture and Rural Development (ARD)

Leedale AEDM





The Alberta Agro-Meteorological Network 

• Weather Network primarily designed to serve farmers and ranchers

• 118 standard near real time weather stations 
•
• Weather data is quality controlled and used in Agricultural and 

environment models as well as made available to public free of 
charge via ARD’s ACIS web site

• Weather analysis, soil moisture, drought models  results and maps 
are available via ARD’s ACIS web site. 



Visit ACIS to get your weather data and 
maps 

www.agric.gov.ab.ca/acis
Thank You

If you have questions call
Ralph Wright   780 427 3556
Daniel Itenfisu 780 415 1355
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