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It’s all about RISK (and risk takers) 



Region: Edmonton

Projected 2017 Feed Barley

Winter Wheat 

#2-12.0

HRS Wheat 

#2 - 13.5

CPS Wheat 

>11.5 Malt Bly Oats Canola Peas

YIELD 80 55 60 80 80 110 50 50

PRICE $2.75 $5.20 $6.65 $5.35 $4.95 $2.70 $10.95 $8.80
Breakeven Price $2.90 $4.60 $4.51 $3.45 $3.11 $1.89 $6.56 $4.97

Breakeven Yield 84.42 48.65 40.73 51.60 50.33 76.90 29.94 28.24

TOTAL REVENUE $220.00 $286.00 $399.00 $428.00 $396.00 $297.00 $547.50 $440.00

Seed Rate - bu/ac or lbs/ac 2.00 2.00 2.00 2.50 2.00 3.00 5.00 3.00

Seed, Treatment, Technology 13.90 20.00 30.00 30.00 24.50 15.00 65.00 48.82

To change fertilizer values go to the bottom of the spreadsheet.

Fertilizer 51.64 56.87 60.76 65.98 49.03 49.03 91.13 16.02

Herbicide (inc. preseed/pre-hrvst) 26.00 32.50 36.50 36.50 32.00 10.00 12.00 32.50

Insecticide 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Fungicide 7.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 0.00 20.00 15.00

Chemical 33.00 42.50 46.50 46.50 42.00 10.00 32.00 47.50

Repairs 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.20 1.60

Fuel 15.40 15.40 15.40 15.40 15.40 15.40 16.50 17.60

Insurance 24.00 24.00 24.00 24.00 24.00 24.00 29.00 24.00

Custom Application 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 10.00

Operating Interest 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Rent/ Land Pmts 72.00 72.00 72.00 72.00 72.00 72.00 72.00 72.00

Labour 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00

Misc 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00 6.00

OPERATING EXPENSES $232.14 $252.97 $270.86 $276.09 $249.13 $207.63 $327.83 $248.54

OPERATING MARGIN / ACRE -$12.14 $33.03 $128.14 $151.91 $146.87 $89.37 $219.67 $191.46

PROFIT PLANNER CALCULATOR

2000 ac HRS wheat = $540,000  

2000 ac Canola        = $650,000 



 



IF YOU WANTED TO FOCUS ON MOST PROFITABLE INPUTS, 

WHICH WOULD THEY BE?      (The Next $10.00) 
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1. Certified cereal seed 

2. Seed treatments 

3. Nitrogen fertilizer 

4. Phosphorus, Potassium or 
Sulfur fertilizer 

5. Herbicides 

6. Fungicides 

7. Micronutrients 

8. Fertilizer enhancements (e.g. 
ESN) 

9. New combine 

 

• Variable Rate Fertilization 

• Plant Growth Regulators 

• Controlled Traffic Systems 

• Sectional Control 

• Education 

• Vacation 



Phosphorus – probability of response 

Source: AB Agric. AgDex – R. McKenzie 



 

HRS wheat 

- untreated 

Source: Manipulator trials – Engage Agro 

P.G.R.’s 



 

We do not spend enough time 
understanding the soil beneath our feet 

 









Precision Ag 



Understand the impact of those factors you 
have no control over 



Wind 

Speed and 

direction 

Rainfall 

Temperature 

Source:  Dan Heaney – Agronomy Update 2017 





Precipitation 





Blend science with practical experience 
 



Early Weed 
Control 



Sclerotinia - Canola 



 
38 55 











Consider …. 
1. It’s a risky game! 

2. Understand the soil beneath our feet 

3. Understand factors we have no control over. 

4. Blend science with practical experience. 

5. Expect more tools in the toolbox …  
 

 


