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On December 5, 2012, Statistics Canada released their
November estimates of crop production for 2012. The

November estimates are the third and final production
estimates for 2012.

Key Messages

November Estimates of Production of Principal Field

Crops, Alberta, 2012

Overall, provincial average yields were generally
above average. However, the total production of
principal field crops in Alberta for 2012 fell 6.9 per
cent, to 28.7 million tonnes, largely due to lower
yields.

Spring wheat production declined 6.6 per cent, to 7.4
million tonnes and was the result of a lower seeded
and harvested area, combined with reduced yields.

Barley production fell 4.4 per cent, to 4.5 million
tonnes, and yields decreased 10.0 per cent.

Canola production in the province declined 8.4 per
cent, from 5.3 million tonnes in 2011, to 4.9 million
tonnes, due to lower yields.

The production for dry peas increased 28.7 per cent
over 2011 to 1.0 million tonnes, a new record. This
was a result of increased seeded and harvested
areas.

Compared to the 10-year averages (2002-2011),
production was up for spring wheat (19.3 per cent),
canola (40.4 per cent), tame hay (6.0 per cent), and
dry peas (66.2 per cent) but was down for oats (19.3
per cent), durum wheat (12.3 per cent), and barley
(4.7 per cent).

December 12, 2012

(Please turn over)



November Estimates of Production of Principal Field Crops, Alberta, 2012 Agri-Food Statistics
Update No. CR12-3

Total 2012 Crop Production Declined in Alberta

On December 5, 2012, Statistics Canada released its third and final report for 2012 entitled "Production of Principal Field Crops, November
2012". Based on this report, total 2012 production of principal field crops in Alberta was estimated at 28.7 million tonnes, 6.9 per cent lower
than last year, and 11.9 per cent above the 10-year average for 2002-2011 (see Table 1). The decrease in production was largely due to lower
yields compared to 2011. Provincial average yields were mostly above their respective 10-year averages (see Table 2). Crop growing conditions
in the province during 2012 were mainly favourable. Seeding was later than normal given a wet cool May, but the reminder of the season was
hot and dry. These conditions provided producers with the opportunity to make good harvest with average crop quality. However, there was
some crop damage due to adverse weather. Total seeded area of principal field crops in the province declined less than one-half per cent from
2011, while harvested acreage increased by just over one per cent.

Production by Crop Type, Alberta

Table 1: Alberta Crop Production ("000 tonnes) Total production of spring wheat declined 6.6
10-year % change per cent, to 7.4 million tonnes in 2012, but was
Crops 2007r 2008r 2009r 2010r 2011r 2012p Average| 12vs 11 12 vs avg| 19.3 per cent above the 10_year average. The
Winter Wheat 175.5 386.5 266.7 264.0 261.3 206.8 2082  -20.9% 0.7%| ower production was due to a decline in seeded
Spring Wheat  5,230.6|  7,272.0  6,180.6|  7,515.5| 7,957.8| 7,429.9| 62261  -6.6% 19.3% )
Durum Wheat 670.0  1,077.7 993.4 421.8 620.5 732.1 8349 180%  -123%| and _hal_rvested areas and reduc_ed yields. The
All Wheat 6,076.1 87362 7,440.7 82013 8839.6 8368.8 7,269.2 -53% 15.1%| Provincial average yield was estimated at 47.6
Oats 627.4 541.3 308.4 647.7 738.7 518.2 642.4| -20.8%  -19.3%| bushels per acre, down 3.8 per cent from 2011,
Barley 5,114.3 54475  3,840.7  4,528.7  4,668.0) 44633  4,683.3 -4.4% -4.7%| and harvested area dropped 2.9 per cent, to 5.7
Fall Rye 36.8 57.2 38.1 50.8 54.0 34.3 53.2 -36.5% -35.5%| million acres. For durum wheat, production
Mixed Grains 24.1 30.6 23.0 24.5 79.6 10.5 391 868%  731%| increased 18.0 per cent, to 732,100 tonnes due
Flaxseed 16.3 33.0 284 30.5 54.7 41.9 327 -23.4% 28.0%] ; ]
Canola 34019 43227 3,628.7 47400 53479  4898.8) 3480.0  -8.4% 40.4%] t(_) Increases in Seeqed and harvesFed_ areas and
Corn for Grain 229 35.6 432 - 356 35.6 21.8 00%  63.0%| Yields. Regarding yields, the provincial average
Dry Beans 54.4 34.9 55.1 315 44.0 44.7 46.0 1.6% -2.8%| Wwas estimated at 46.4 bushels per acre, up 7.9
Dry Peas 527.5 7314 666.7 982.5 805.6  1,036.8 6239  28.7% 66.2%| per cent from 2011. Overall, total production of
Lentils - - 33.4 79.3 68.3 65.5 30.7 -4.1%  113.1%| all wheat reached 8.4 million tonnes, a decrease
Mustard Seed 29.5 37.2 47.7 47.7 26.8 359 355 34.0% 12%[ of 5.3 per cent from 2011.
Chick Peas 26.7 - 18.1 - 10.4 16.2 173 55.8% -6.4%
Triticale 27.6 19.4 12.7 38.1 21.6 19.1 223 -116%  -142%| In 2012, total barley production was 4.5 million
Tame Hay 9,071.8| 88269 49351 82236  7,937.9 77111 72720  -2.9% 69%| tonnes, down 4.4 cent from last year as a result
Fodder Corn 1,007.0 5715 1,102.2 680.4|  1,388.0 784.7 731.2)  -43.5% 7.3%) e o )
Sugar Beets 762.0 344.7 657.7 508.0 703.1 598.7 6223  -14.8% 3.8%| Of lower yields. The provincial average yield was
26,826.3 29,770.1 22,879.9 28,814.6 30,823.8 28,684.1 : 60.3 bushels per acre, 10.0 per cent lower than
in 2011. Seeded and harvested areas were up 4.4
Table 2: Alberta Crop Area and Yield and 6.3 per cent, respectively.
2011r 2011r|  201ir] 2012 2012 2012p| 10-year| Yield % change .
Crops Seeded| Harvested Yield Seededp Harvestez Yieldp AvngId 12vs 11| 12 v: Avg| Tc_)tgl canola production fell 8.4 per cent to 4.9
7000 acres) (bujacre) 7000 acres) (bujacre) million tonnes, but was 40.4 per cent ab_ove the
Winter Wheat 196.3 180.0 533 1300 130.0 58.5 493 98w  1ssw| 10-year average. The lower 2012 production was
Spring Wheat | 5,971.6  5,907.0 495 58000 57350 47.6 428  -38%  11.2%| attributed to reduced yields, down 14.9 per cent
Durum Wheat 536.0 530.0 43.0 580.0 580.0 46.4 40.1 7.9% 15.6%| to 33.6 bushels per acre, but still above the 10-
All Wheat 6,727.6 6,617.0 49.1 6,525.0 6,445.0 47.7 42,7 -2.9% 11.8% year average. For 2012, seeded and harvested
(B)a‘f 32?;'? 32&?8 2;-(9) 3?‘7‘8-8 3:(2)3'3 28-3 ;g-;‘ {(2)-(3):;“ 13'1? acreage was estimated at 6.5 million acres and
ariey ) . ) B B , B B . . . -10.0% -0.1% Ao -
Fall Rye 50.6 50.0 425 30.0 30.0 45.0 39.8 5.9% 13.1% 6.'4 million  acres, respectively (both record
Mixed Grains 201.5 50.0 78.0 80.0 10.0 51.5 586 -34.0%  -1219%| Nighs).
Flaxseed 69.7 68.0 31.7 50.0 50.0 33.0 26.1 4.1% 26.4%
Canola 6,071.7 5,970.0 39.5/  6,500.0,  6,430.0 33.6 334, -14.9% 0.5%| Total production of dry peas increased 28.7 per
Dry Beans 45.3 41.0 23.7 45.0 43.0 22.9 21.5 -3.4% 6.5%| cent, to a record 1.0 million tonnes, due to
EW f:eas 783; 62?-8 ‘2‘22 93(5’-8 9;?8 ‘2‘2; fg;’ 1“2‘-‘5‘2;" ég‘l‘:f substantial increases in seeded and harvested
entils R X . X . A . 4% 1% P : :
Mustard Seed 63.0 62.5 18.8 95.0 93.0 17.0 170 -9.8% 0.0%] are:s.7TQe [;r(l)vmaal averige yield wasl estlmaﬁed
Triticale 408 18.0 472 25.0 17.0 44.1 443 6%  -o5%| at 0.7 bushels peracre, 4.5 per cent lower than
(tons/acre) (tons/acre) in 2011, but still above the 10-year average.
Tame Hay 52456  4,750.0 1.8 49500  4,600.0 1.8 1.5 0.0% 20.8% . .
Fodder Corn 95.9 85.0 18.0 70.0 50.0 17.3 167 -3.9% 3.7%| Total oats production was estimated to be
Sugar Beets 33.3 30.0 25.8 25.0 25.0 26.4 23.0 2.3% 15.0%| 518,200 tonnes, a decrease of 29.8 per cent from

23,951.1 22,316.5 23,850.0 2011. This was mainly attributed to substantial
reductions in seeded and harvested areas as well

. . . o . as lower yields. The provincial average yield was
;:E;::‘:n:es Production of Selected Principal Field Crops, 2012, Alberta and Canada 80.0 bushels per acre, down 2.3 per cent, but stil
25 well above the 10-year average.
20 1 18.8 \ mAlberta mCanada | 2012 Crop Production, Canada
Based on the November estimates, total 2012
15 ¢ 13.3 Canadian production was 18.9 million tonnes for
spring wheat, 4.6 million tonnes for durum, 8.0
10 + 74 8.0 e s
. a5 49 million tonnes_ f_or barley, 2.7 million tonnes for
5 | 2.7 2.8 oats, 13.3 million tonnes for canola, and 2.8
0.7 05 1.0 N million tonnes for dry peas (see Figure 1).
Spring Wheat Durum Wheat Oats Barley Canola Dry Peas
Note: Totals may not add up due to rounding. 10-year average refers to 2002 to 2011.
Source: Statistics Canada p - Preliminary r - Revised - Not available --- Not applicable bu - Bushels Avg - Average YId - Yield
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