
Decisions on the man-
agement of forests in
Alberta are made

through Detailed Forest Man-
agement Plans (DFMPs),
which are developed in consul-
tation with the public. Weyer-
haeuser is now preparing a
DFMP for its Drayton Valley
Forest Management Agree-
ment (FMA) area. As part of
this plan, the company will set
sustainable harvest levels and
plan its forest harvesting
methods and reforestation ac-
tivities in a way that is inte-
grated with other forest users.

Weyerhaeuser has completed
the first phase of the DFMP
process by identifying values
and establishing goals. During
this phase, Weyerhaeuser pre-
pared draft forest manage-
ment goals that were based on
a balance of ecological,
societal and economic values.
Weyerhaeuser then requested
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input on the proposed goals
from 38 key stakeholder
groups who were believed to
have an interest in forest man-
agement issues in the FMA
area; comments were received
from six of the 38 groups.
Stakeholder groups did not
necessarily comment on all
goals and, in some cases, simi-
lar comments were made by
more than one group. Weyer-
haeuser’s Forest Advisory
Committee also provided in-
put to the goal statements. A

summary of all comments re-
ceived and Weyerhaeuser’s
response is part of this short
report.

In response to stakeholder
feedback, Weyerhaeuser
modified the values and goal
statements to expand upon
and further clarify and define
the intent of the goals. The
values and goal statements,
listed below, were submitted
to Alberta Environmental
Protection in early 1999, and
approved by the Department
as submitted. Based on the
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feedback received, Weyerhae-
user views these values and
goals as comprehensive and an
effective basis for moving to
stage two of the DFMP proc-
ess. From these values and
goals, Weyerhaeuser will de-
velop its forest management
strategies, which will ulti-
mately lead to specific plans
and objectives for the FMA
area. As the plans and objec-
tives are prepared, Weyerhae-
user will address the issues
identified by stakeholders.
There will be further oppor-
tunities for public input dur-
ing stage two. Weyerhaeuser
appreciates the time and effort
contributed by stakeholders to
date and looks forward to ad-
ditional public participation in
the second stage of this proc-
ess. Stage three will be the ac-
tual implementation of the
DFMP, which includes a re-
quirement for monitoring of
Weyerhaeuser’s progress to-
ward meeting the goals.
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Overview of Comments Received
Stakeholders, in their review of the draft goals, noted the following main issues and
concerns. They are listed roughly according to the number of times the issue or con-
cern was mentioned by the six groups that responded; the number in ( ) is the number
of groups that mentioned the issue or concern. More details on each concern or issue
along with Weyerhaeuser’s response are provided on the following pages.

1. Watershed protection and water quality in the North Saskatchewan River (3)

2. Tourism (specifically, use of the forest resource for (eco) tourism and the impacts of
tourism on wilderness areas) (3)

3. Access management and impact of increased access on wildlife (2)

4. Protection of biodiversity (2)

5. Protection of old-growth forests (2)

6. Mechanisms for ensuring FMA operations are conducted in a sustainable manner
(2)

7. Impact of FMA activities on wilderness in the adjacent portions of Jasper National
Park and/or the Bighorn Wildland (2)

8. Logging west of the Forestry Trunk Road (2)

9. Identification and protection of environmentally significant and sensitive areas (1)

10. Cooperative management of regional forest ecosystem protection concerns (1)

11. Maintenance of forests as carbon dioxide sinks (1)

12. Impact of FMA activities on roads (1)

Summary of Comments and Responses
1. Watershed protection
and water quality in the
North Saskatchewan River
Comments stressed the need to
ensure that watersheds in the
Eastern Slopes are protected
for the benefit of downstream
Alberta users and for those
outside the province who rely
on water generated in the East-
ern Slopes. Many forests in the
Eastern Slope watersheds oc-
cur on lands that have limited
capacity for regrowth. The goal
statement should also reflect
the need to minimize the im-
pact of Weyerhaeuser’s opera-
tions on water quantity and
timing of flow.

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
“Maintain the integrity of wa-
tersheds” was added as one of
the ecological values, while
also remaining as a goal. Wey-
erhaeuser recognizes the im-
portance of sensitive sites
within its FMA area (which is
only a small portion of the
overall Eastern Slopes) and
endeavours to manage them
in a way that does not compro-
mise their watershed-protec-
tion ability. The intent of the
goal statement was modified
to reflect the need to minimize
operational impacts on water
quantity and timing of flow.
Determining how to do this
will be part of the next stage
in developing the DFMP.

2. Tourism (specifically,
use of the forest resource
for (eco) tourism and the
impacts of tourism on
wilderness areas)
Although three stakeholders
mentioned tourism, few con-
cerns were noted. One specifi-
cally commented on the need
to “provide for the growing eco-
tourism operators in the vicin-
ity”; another simply noted that
tourism was not mentioned in
the goal statements; and a third
would like Weyerhaeuser to take
into account tourism impact on
the wilderness area. Others,
while not mentioning tourism
specifically, did express con-
cerns about increased access
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and the potential impact on
wildlife and the wilderness ex-
perience (see points 3 and 7).

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
The intent of the goal relat-
ing to integration with the
management activities of
other resource users was
modified to state: “Work co-
operatively with recreational
and tourism stakeholders,”
while recognizing that further
discussion may be needed to
clarify what “cooperation”
means to the various stake-
holders.

3. Access management and
impact of increased access
on wildlife
It was noted that industry cre-
ates thousands of kilometres of
new access every year in Al-
berta and with the growth in
ATV use, accessibility of the
backcountry to motorized rec-
reation is affecting both fish
and wildlife. Direct threats to
wildlife include pressure from
both legal and illegal hunting,
and indirect threats include the
disturbance of grizzly bears and
other wary species as a result
of higher levels of human use.
Access during and after for-
estry operations is a funda-
mental element of shaping the
use within the area by other
parties and needs stronger em-
phasis in the goal statements.

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
The statement “Ensure ac-
cess management is aligned
with ecological values” was
added to the intent of the
goal statement dealing with
maintenance of forest diver-
sity. Furthermore, in the de-
velopment of the DFMP,
Weyerhaeuser will take a
lead role in preparing an ac-
cess management policy for
the FMA area that deals with
a) access created by Weyer-
haeuser, and b) the compa-

ny’s role as an FMA holder
with other access developers.
It will be important for Wey-
erhaeuser to maintain good
communications with other
users to optimize use of roads
and coordinate access.

4. Protection of biodiversity
It was suggested that Weyerhae-
user should adopt the protec-
tion of biological diversity as a
key public value. Another
stakeholder commented that
the value of biodiversity was not
explicitly captured by any of the
goals, although the second one
was closest; having a goal that
refers to the “maintenance of
regionally viable populations of
native species” could be help-
ful.

Weyerhaeuser’s response: The
goal of “maintaining forest
diversity” is thought to ad-
dress concerns about protect-
ing biological diversity. “Bio-
diversity” was added as an ex-
ample to clarify the intent of
the statement “Maintain habi-
tat for all species.” While Wey-
erhaeuser can affect the habi-
tat type available across the
FMA area, the provincial gov-
ernment is responsible for de-
termining regionally viable
population levels for various
species.

5. Protection of
old-growth forests
The maintenance of significant
areas of old-growth forest is
considered to be an important
public issue, and many of these
forested areas also protect wa-
tersheds. It was recommended
that protection of old-growth
forests be added as a goal state-
ment.

Weyerhaeuser’s response: The
goal pertaining to mainte-
nance of forest diversity in-
cludes maintaining “a forest of
all different age classes over
time.” This would include pro-
vision for age classes of forest
that are older than those that
would normally be considered
solely for timber production.
The key questions of how and
where this will be done and
how much will be maintained
will be addressed in the devel-
opment of the DFMP.
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6. Mechanisms for
ensuring FMA operations
are conducted in a
sustainable manner
Several concerns were raised
about increasing the sustain-
able harvest level of timber
from the FMA area, about Wey-
erhaeuser’s plans to increase
yields, and the company’s abil-
ity to conduct its forest manage-
ment operations in a sustain-
able manner. Particular con-
cerns were expressed about for-
est sustainability on the thin-
soiled, slow-growing Eastern
Slopes.

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
Sustainable forest manage-
ment is key to Weyerhaeuser’s
business goals as well as being
a matter of public policy. The
company believes the next for-
est management plan will cre-
ate significant improvements
in strategies that support sus-
tained yield management.
Weyerhaeuser’s intent is to
improve forest growth and
yield through the application
of enhanced forest manage-
ment, which involves going
beyond what is required by
regulation. Strategies would
include minimizing the
amount of land needed for
uses other than growing trees,
integrating tree growth with
other uses, and reclaiming

abandoned lands. Strategies to
improve forest yield would in-
volve improving the longevity
and growth of the current and
next generation of trees, in-
cluding thinning, stand tend-
ing, mixed wood manage-
ment, and tree improvement
(through breeding, for exam-
ple).

7. Impact of FMA activities
on wilderness in the
adjacent portions of Jasper
National Park and/or the
Bighorn Wildland
Areas of Jasper National Park
that border Weyerhaeuser’s
FMA provide excellent oppor-
tunities for wilderness experi-
ences, so visual and noise ef-
fects should be minimized to
protect these opportunities. The
Bighorn Wildland would also

be affected by nearby logging in
the FMA, which is why logging
west of the Trunk Road is op-
posed (see #8).

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
Various approaches, including
the use of buffers, could be
used to alleviate concerns
about intrusion along the
boundaries of the park and the
wildland. Access is one key
part of this issue, and access
management cannot be done
unilaterally. Weyerhaeuser
can lead the efforts to resolve
this issue, with support from
others, recognizing that op-
tions may include restricting
access. This particular circum-
stance should be considered in
the development of the access
management policy described
in #3.
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8. Logging west of the
Forestry Trunk Road
Logging west of the Forestry
Trunk Road should not be un-
dertaken to protect watershed,
wildlife habitats, the integrity of
Jasper National Park and the
Bighorn Wildland, and to pro-
vide for expanding eco-tourism
opportunities in the area.

Weyerhaeuser’s response: The
Alberta government, through
its integrated resource plan-
ning policy, has said there is
an opportunity to harvest tim-
ber west of the Forestry Trunk
Road. In principle, Weyerhae-
user supports logging west of
the Trunk Road in its FMA
area, while recognizing that
the amount and type of tim-
ber harvesting will be appro-
priate to the resource manage-
ment objectives for this par-
ticular area. Weyerhaeuser
will not do any logging in that
area until the DFMP is com-
pleted and specifies what op-
erating conditions will prevail
there.

9. Identification and
protection of
environmentally significant
and sensitive areas
It was suggested that a goal
statement be added to “Identify
and protect environmentally
significant and sensitive areas.”

Weyerhaeuser’s response: The
current goal statements ad-
dress protection for water-
sheds, habitats for rare and en-
dangered species, archeologi-
cal and ecological sites. Can-
didate sites for Special Places
are in addition to these sites,
and there are two candidate
sites in the FMA area:
Wapiabi and Thunder Lake.
Further discussion is needed
to clarify the distinctions be-
tween “unique”, “significant”,
and “sensitive.”

10. Cooperative
management of regional
forest ecosystem protection
concerns
Cooperative management of
concerns related to regional
ecosystem forest protection
needs to be considered – for
example, maintaining natural
disturbance process and pat-
terns through mechanisms
other than logging. These in-
clude management of fire, in-
sects and disease, particularly
in the area between the bounda-
ries of the FMA area and Jas-
per National Park.

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
Terms of reference issued by
the Province for developing
the DFMP outline the neces-
sity for Weyerhaeuser, the
provincial government, and
other provincial stakeholders
to work cooperatively to
achieve regional goals on eco-
system management, forest
protection, etc. This process
would certainly also include
appropriate federal agencies,

such as Parks Canada, but out-
side the FMA area, Weyer-
haeuser expects the Alberta
Land and Forest Service to
take the lead role.

11. Maintenance of forests
as carbon dioxide sinks
As concern grows over the is-
sue of climate change, scientific
research is telling us that stand-
ing mature forests can play an
important role in absorbing car-
bon dioxide. Canada’s standing
forests represent one of the
world’s two most important
CO2 “sinks.”

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
Weyerhaeuser does not yet
have a policy on this issue and
defers to government policy
for guidance at this time.

12. Impact of FMA
activities on roads
One group expressed concern
about road damage due to in-
creased hauling [of logs], with
specific reference to Highway
11.

Weyerhaeuser’s response:
This is not a strategic issue to
be addressed by the DFMP,
but potential damage to road
quality due to log-hauling ac-
tivity is a concern. Weyerhae-
user’s main concern on this
issue is public safety and the
company has a number of ac-
tivities underway in coopera-
tion with local municipalities
to ensure that public safety is
protected.


