
Riparian Area 
Health 

What are riparian areas 
and why do they matter? 

Riparian areas are land beside streams, 
rivers, lakes and wetlands where the 
soil and vegetation are influenced by 

the presence of water (Alberta 
Riparian Habitat Management 
Society). Although riparian areas make 

up a small fraction of the landscape, 
they are the most productive 

ecosystem.  
When properly maintained, healthy 
riparian areas provide many benefits to 

people and  wildlife.  
 Reduce flood damage 
 Improve fish and aquatic habitat 

by creating cover and shade 
 Reduce erosion of stream banks 
 Trap sediment 
 Promote biodiversity by 

providing ideal habitat 
 Create competition for invasive 

plants species 
 Slow surface water entering 

groundwater while recharging 
aquifers 

 
 

Phone: 403-562-8833 
Email: agfieldman@crowsnestpass.com  

Contact 
Agricultural Fieldman 
P.O.  Box 600 
Crowsnest Pass, Alberta 
T0K  0E0 

What are riparian areas and weeds? 

How do weeds and waste affect   
riparian area health? 

What can I do to help? 

Further Information 

www.town.crowsnestpass.ab.ca/home  
www.ab-conservation.com/go/default/ 
www.crowsnestconservation.ca/ 
www.cowsandfish.org/index.html 

Currently the Municipality is working to eliminate 
prohibited noxious and noxious weeds in riparian 

areas.  This has been accomplished through hand 
pulling, and using a selective herbicide safe for use 

near water. Staff, contractors, and even hard-
working volunteers are all part of this team. 
Planting of native tree and shrub species will take 

place in riparian areas along Drum Creek in 
Hillcrest, and Crowsnest River and Lyons Creek in 

Blairmore. Planted native species will help to 
stabilize the river and creek banks and put weeds at 
a disadvantage by providing shade. A successful 

trial with live-staking willows has been 
accomplished on the new walking trail system 

above Bellevue. This work has been made possible 
through a grant from the Alberta Conservation 
Association and the Land Stewardship Centre of 

Canada received by the Crowsnest Conservation 
Society in conjunction with the Municipality.  

What is the Municipality doing 
to maintain riparian area health 
and control weeds? 

http://www.cowsandfish.org/  
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By Samantha Dunbar and Heather McCubbin 

http://www.town.crowsnestpass.ab.ca/home�
http://www.cowsandfish.org/�


 What are weeds? 

 

To maintain a riparian area there needs 
to be a healthy plant community which 
has deep, fibrous roots that keep the 

bank intact by stabilizing the soil.  
Weeds can take over useful native 
plants where conditions are less 

desirable (short cut grass,  pollutants, 
poor soil and direct sunlight). Often 

weeds do not have the same supportive 
root systems and therefore weed 
infestations result in riparian area 

deterioration.  Weeds can be used as an 
indicator for poor riparian area health.   

  What can I do to help? 

 

Living close to the riparian area is a 
wonderful privilege.  By maintaining a 

healthy riparian area it is better 
protected, wildlife habitat is maintained, 

increases property values and enhances 
its natural aesthetic beauty.  There are 
some simple steps that can be taken to 

improve riparian area health and to 
prevent weed infestations.  

· Leave a wide un-mowed band next to 

the creek – every extra meter 
helps.  Mowing your lawn right 
up to the creek destroys plants 

that reduce erosion, improve 
habitat and create better water 

quality, yet many homes are built 
very close to the creek.   

· Be knowledgeable of unwanted weeds  
as well as desirable native plants. 

Keep and plant native, woody 
vegetation. 

· Dispose of garbage, grass clippings, 
toxic substances etc.  at the 

proper facilities (CNP Pincher 
Creek Landfill, Frank Burn Pit, 

Toxic Roundup & Large Item 
Pick-up.) Not on the creek! 

· Effectively controlling weeds along 

creeks to prevent them from 
taking over the native vegetation. 

Weeds are plants out of place (invasive 
species) that have been  introduced from 
another country or region and have few 

limiting factors  such as growing 
conditions, disease and predation from 
animals. Weeds are able to outcompete 

native species (native species belong here; 
the opposite of a weed) and have the 

potential to harm the environment. 
Usually weeds are spread by humans but 
can also be transported by wind, water, 

wildlife and livestock.  

There are two important classifications of 
weeds in Alberta, ”Prohibited Noxious” 

and “Noxious”. Prohibited noxious 
weeds by law are required to be 
“destroyed” as they are highly aggressive 

and are uncommon in Alberta. Noxious 
weeds are unfortunately common in 

many regions and are required to be 
“controlled” to limit their abundance and 
prevent further spread.  
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Oxeye Daisy           Spotted Knapweed 
Noxious             Prohibited Noxious 

Drum Creek  riparian area in poor health in Hillcrest.  
For more information on weeds, look on the 
municipal website or the riparian newsletter. 

How improper management harms  
riparian areas 

http://www.mtweed.org/�

	Riparian Area Health
	What are riparian areas and why do they matter?
	Contact
	Further Information
	What is the Municipality doing to maintain riparian area health and control weeds?
	What are weeds?
	How improper management harms 
	riparian areas


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


