
1930 to 2005
Department of the 
Interior Minister 
(Ottawa)

Deputy
Minister 
(Ottawa)

Director 
of Forestry (Ottawa)

Director for Alberta

1899-00 Clifford Sifton James Smart Elihu Stewart

1900-01 Clifford Sifton James Smart Elihu Stewart

1901-02 Clifford Sifton James Smart Elihu Stewart

1902-03 Clifford Sifton James Smart Elihu Stewart

1903-04 Clifford Sifton James Smart Elihu Stewart

1904-05 Clifford Sifton James Smart Elihu Stewart

1905-06 Frank Oliver James Smart Elihu Stewart

1906-07 Frank Oliver W.W. Cory Elihu Stewart

1907-08 Frank Oliver W.W. Cory Robert Campbell (Abraham Knechtel)

1908-09 Frank Oliver W.W. Cory Robert Campbell (Abraham Knechtel)

1909-10 Frank Oliver W.W. Cory Robert Campbell (Abraham Knechtel)

1910-11 Frank Oliver W.W. Cory Robert Campbell A. Helmer

1911-12 Robert Rogers W.W. Cory Robert Campbell W.N. (Willis) Millar

1912-13 William Roche W.W. Cory Robert Campbell W.N. (Willis) Millar

1913-14 William Roche W.W. Cory Robert Campbell W.N. (Willis) Millar

1914-15 William Roche W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Ernest Finlayson

1915-16 William Roche W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Ernest Finlayson

1916-17 William Roche W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Ernest Finlayson

1917-18 Arthur Meighen W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Ernest Finlayson

1918-19 Arthur Meighen W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Ernest Finlayson

1919-20 James Lougheed W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Ernest Finlayson

1920-21 James Lougheed W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Charles H. Morse

1921-22 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Charles H. Morse

1922-23 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Charles H. Morse

1923-24 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Robert Campbell Charles H. Morse

1924-25 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Ernest Finlayson Charles H. Morse

1925-26 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Ernest Finlayson Charles H. Morse

1926-27 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Ernest Finlayson Charles H. Morse

1927-28 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Ernest Finlayson Charles H. Morse

1928-29 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Ernest Finlayson Charles H. Morse

1929-30 Charles Stewart W.W. Cory Ernest Finlayson Charles H. Morse

A L B E R T A  F O R E S T  S E R V I C E

Directors of Forestry and Division Heads 

424 Alberta Forest Service



Directors of Forestry and Division Heads 1930 - 2005 425

Provincial Archives of Alberta, A2454

Provincial Archives of Alberta, A2459



Minister Deputy
Minister

Director
of Forestry

Assistant Director of
Forestry
(Forest Management)

Chief Timber
Inspector
(Fire)

Forest
Surveys
Superintendent

1949-50 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie Eric Huestis unknown Jack Janssen Reginald D. Loomis8

1950-51 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie Eric Huestis Herb Hall9 Jack Janssen Reg Loomis

1951-52 Ivan Casey H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Jack Janssen Reg Loomis

1952-53 Ivan Casey H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Jack Janssen Reg Loomis

1953-54 Ivan Casey H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Jack Janssen10 Reg Loomis

1954-55 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Ted Hammer11/12 Reg Loomis

1955-56 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Ted Hammer Reg Loomis

1956-57 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Ted Hammer Reg Loomis

1957-58 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Ted Hammer Reg Loomis

1958-59 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Herb Hall Ted Hammer Reg Loomis

1959-60 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Reg Loomis
(1 July 1959) Ted Hammer Robert G. Steele

(1 July 1959)

1960-61 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Reg Loomis Ted Hammer Bob Steele

1961-62 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Reg Loomis Ted Hammer Bob Steele

1962-63 Norman Willmore H.G. Jensen Eric Huestis Reg Loomis Ted Hammer Bob Steele

1963-64 Norman Willmore Eric Huestis Bob Steele14 Reg Loomis Ted Hammer Stan Hughes

1964-65 Willmore/Ruste Eric Huestis Bob Steele Reg Loomis Stan Hughes John Hogan

1965-66 Henry Ruste Eric Huestis Bob Steele Reg Loomis Stan Hughes John Hogan

1966-67 Henry Ruste V.A. Wood Bob Steele Reg Loomis Stan Hughes John Hogan

1967-68 Henry Ruste V.A. Wood Bob Steele Reg Loomis Stan Hughes John Hogan

1968-69 Ruste/Alfred Hooke V.A. Wood Bob Steele Reg Loomis15 Stan Hughes John Hogan
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Minister Deputy Director Timber Management Forest Protection Forest Surveys16

1969-70 Ruste/Donovan Ross V.A. Wood Bob Steele F.W. McDougall Stan Hughes  J.J. Lowe

1970-71 Ross/Allan Warrack V.A. Wood Bob Steele F.W. McDougall Stan Hughes J.J. Lowe

1971-72 Allan Warrack V.A. Wood Bob Steele F.W. McDougall Stan Hughes J.J. Lowe

1972-73 Allan Warrack V.A. Wood Bob Steele F.W. McDougall Stan Hughes J.J. Lowe

1973-74 Allan Warrack Bob Steele Fred McDougall D.H. Fregren
(May 1974) Stan Hughes J.J. Lowe

Minister Deputy
Minister

Director
of Forestry

Assistant Director of
Forestry

Chief Timber
Inspector

Radio
Superintendent

1930-31 R.G. Reid L.C. Charlesworth
/John Harvie0 T.F. (Ted) Blefgen F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1931-32 R.G. Reid John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1932-33 R.G. Reid John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1933-34 Hugh W. Allen John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1934-35 Charles C. Ross John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen J.A. (Hutch) Hutchison F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1935-36 Charles C. Ross John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen J.A. Hutchison F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1936-37 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen J.A. Hutchison F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1937-38 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen J.A. Hutchison F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1938-39 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen J.A. Hutchison1 F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1939-40 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/2 F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1940-41 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/ F.W. (Frank) Neilson

1941-42 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/ F.W. (Frank) Neilson A.E. (Tony) Earnshaw3

1942-43 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/ F.W. (Frank) Neilson Tony Earnshaw

1943-44 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/ F.W. (Frank) Neilson Tony Earnshaw

1944-45 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/ F.W. (Frank) Neilson Tony Earnshaw

1945-46 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen E.S. (Eric) Huestis a/ F.W. (Frank) Neilson4 Tony Earnshaw

1946-47 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen J.A. Hutchison a/5 J.L. (Jack) Janssen6 Tony Earnshaw

1947-48 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie T.F. (Ted) Blefgen (ill)/
E.S. (Eric) Huestis unknown7 J.L. (Jack) Janssen Tony Earnshaw

1948-49 Nathan E. Tanner John Harvie E.S. (Eric) Huestis unknown J.L. (Jack) Janssen Tony Earnshaw
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Radio
Superintendent

Forestry Training 
School

Tony Earnshaw

Tony Earnshaw (Banff School)

Tony Earnshaw Victor Heath

Tony Earnshaw Victor Heath

Tony Earnshaw John Hogan

Tony Earnshaw John Hogan

Tony Earnshaw John Hogan

Tony Earnshaw Peter J. Murphy

Tony Earnshaw Peter Murphy

Tony Earnshaw Peter Murphy

Tony Earnshaw Peter Murphy

Tony Earnshaw Peter Murphy

Tony Earnshaw13 Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Peter Murphy

Forest Land Use17 Construction Training

G.M. Smart John Hogan Peter Murphy

Gordon Smart J.F. Hogan18 Peter Murphy

Gordon Smart Peter Murphy

Gordon Smart John Wagar19/B.  
Simpson

Gordon Smart Bernie F. Simpson
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Minister Deputy Director of Forestry Timber Management Forest Protection Forest Surveys

1974-75 Don Getty Bob Steele Fred McDougall Don Fregren Hank Ryhanen J.J. Lowe

1975-76 Don Getty Bob Steele Fred McDougall Don Fregren Hank Ryhanen J.J. Lowe

1976-77 Don Getty Bob Steele Fred McDougall Don Fregren Hank Ryhanen J.J. Lowe

A
lb

er
ta

 D
ep

ar
tm

en
t o

f E
ne

rg
y 

an
d 

N
at

ur
al

 R
es

ou
rc

es

Br
an

ch
 R

e-
st

ru
ct

ur
in

g

Minister Deputy Director of Forestry Timber Management Forest Protection 

1977-78 Don Getty Bob Steele Fred McDougall Don Fregren Hank Ryhanen

1978-79 Merv Leitch Bob Steele Fred McDougall Don Fregren Hank Ryhanen

1979-80 Merv Leitch Fred McDougall
Al Brennan
(ADM)

Don Fregren Hank Ryhanen

1980-81 Merv Leitch Fred McDougall Al Brennan Don Fregren
Ryhanen/
C.B. Smith23

1981-82 Merv Leitch Fred McDougall Al Brennan Don Fregren Cliff Smith

1982-83 John Zaozirny Fred McDougall Al Brennan Don Fregren Cliff Smith

1983-84 John Zaozirny Fred McDougall Al Brennan Don Fregren Cliff Smith

1984-85 John Zaozirny Fred McDougall Al Brennan
Don Fregren24 
(Aug. 1984)

Cliff Smith

Minister Deputy ADM Forestry Timber Management Forest Protection Reforestation 
& Reclamation

1985-86 Zaozirny/Sparrow Fred McDougall Cliff Smith Con Dermott John Benson John Drew

1986-87 Don Sparrow Fred McDougall Cliff Smith Con Dermott John Benson John Drew

1987-88 Sparrow/
Fjordbotten Fred McDougall Cliff Smith Con Dermott John Benson John Drew

1988-89 LeRoy Fjordbotten Fred McDougall25 Cliff Smith Con Dermott John Benson John Drew (June 88)  
Cliff Henderson

1989-90 LeRoy Fjordbotten McDougall (June 89) 
Cliff Smith (Jan. 90) Smith/Ken Higginbotham Con Dermott  John Benson Cliff Henderson

1990-91 LeRoy Fjordbotten Cliff Smith Ken Higginbotham Con Dermott John Benson Cliff Henderson

1991-92 LeRoy Fjordbotten Cliff Smith Ken Higginbotham Con Dermott John Benson Cliff HendersonD
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Minister Deputy ADM Land & Forest 
Service Forest Management Forest Protection Land Administration

1994-95 Brian Evans/Ty Lund
(Oct. 1994) Peter Melnychuk Ken Higginbotham Cliff Henderson Con Dermott

(Jan. 95) Rick McDonald

1995-96 Ty Lund Peter Melnychuk Cliff Henderson
(May 1995)

Dennis Quintilio
(July 95)

Kelly O’Shea
(July 93) Rick McDonald

1996-97 Ty Lund Peter Melnychuk Cliff Henderson Dennis Quintilio Kelly O’Shea Rick McDonald

1997-98 Ty Lund Jim Nichols
(Nov. 97) Cliff Henderson Dennis Quintilio Kelly O’Shea Craig Quintilio32

1998-99 Gary Mar Jim Nichols Cliff Henderson Dennis Quintilio Kelly O’Shea Craig Quintilio

Minister Deputy ADM Land & Forest 
Service27 Timber Management Forest Protection Reforestation 

& Reclamation

1992-93 Fjordbotten/Evans
(Dec. 1992)

Cliff Smith29/
Melnychuk Ken Higginbotham Con Dermott John Benson Cliff Henderson

1993-94 Brian Evans Peter Melnychuk Ken Higginbotham Cliff Henderson31 (May 93) Con Dermott (May 93)

Minister Deputy ADM Land & Forest 
Service Forest Management Forest Protection Land Administration

1999-00 Gary Mar Doug Radke Cliff Henderson Doug Sklar34 Kelly O’Shea Craig Quintilio

2000-01 Halvar Jonson Doug Radke Cliff Henderson Doug Sklar Craig Quintilio Glenn Selland
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Forest Land Use Construction Training

Gordon Smart R.L. Heatherington
(Dec .1974) Bernie Simpson

Gordon Smart R.L. Heatherington Bernie Simpson

Gordon Smart R.L. Heatherington Bernie Simpson

Forest Land Use
Reforestation
and Reclamation20 Program Support Forest Research Training/FTS21

Gordon Smart22 Con Dermott Chuck Geale
Joe Soos
(Apr. 1978)

Bernie Simpson

Gordon Smart Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

Gordon Smart Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

John Benson
(Jan ’81)

Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

John Benson Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

John Benson Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

John Benson Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

John Benson Con Dermott Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson

Forest Land Use Program Support Forest Research Training/ FTS Forest Industry

Don Fregren
(Aug. 1985) Chuck Geale Joe Soos Bernie Simpson Al Brennan

Executive Officer

Don Fregren Chuck Geale Stan Navratil 
(Nov. 1986 ) Bernie Simpson Al Brennan

Don Fregren Chuck Geale Stan Navratil Bernie Simpson Al Brennan

Don Fregren Chuck Geale Ken Higginbotham Bernie Simpson Al Brennan

Don Fregren Chuck Geale Higginbotham to Jan 
199026 Bernie Simpson Al Brennan

Don Fregren Chuck Geale Simpson/
Dennis Quintilio Al Brennan

Don Fregren Chuck Geale Dennis Quintilio Al Brennan

Program Support Training
ETC Forest Industry

Carson McDonald Dennis Quintilio

Carson McDonald/C. Quintilio
(Aug. 1995) Ross Risvold

Craig Quintilio Ross Risvold

Risvold/Podlubny
(Nov. 1997)

Don Podlubny

Forest Land Use Land Administration Program Support Training ETC28 Forest Industry

  Don Fregren30 Rick McDonald Murray Turnbull/R.B. (Rod) Simpson Dennis Quintilio Al Brennan

Rick McDonald (May 93) Carson McDonald Dennis Quintilio

Ecological Landscape33 Training
ETC Forest Industry

Dennis Quintilio Don Podlubny Howard Gray35

Dennis Quintilio Don Podlubny Howard Gray
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Minister Deputy ADM 
Land & Forests

ADM
Forest Protection

ADM 
Public Lands

ADM
Fish & Wildlife

Training
ETC

2001-02 Mike Cardinal Dr. R.J. 
Fessenden Howard Gray Cliff Henderson Craig Quintilio Morley Barrett Don Podlubny

2002-03 Mike Cardinal Bob Fessenden Howard Gray Cliff Henderson Craig Quintilio Ken Ambrock Don Podlubny

2003-04 Mike Cardinal Bob Fessenden Howard Gray Cliff Henderson Craig Quintilio Ken Ambrock Rob Thorburn
(HTC)37
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ADM
Strategic Forestry 
Initiatives38

ADM 
Forest Protection

ADM 
Public Lands and 
Forests Division

ADM 
Fish & Wildlife 
Division

ADM Strategic 
Corporate 
Services

2003-04 Mike Cardinal Bob Fessenden Howard Gray Cliff Henderson Craig Quintilio Ken Ambrock Stew Churlish

2004-0539 David Coutts Brad Pickering Howard Gray Cliff Henderson Craig Quintilio Ken Ambrock Stew Churlish

0  L. C. Charlesworth was appointed Acting 
Deputy Minister October 1, 1930; John 
Harvie was appointed Director of Provincial 
Lands October 6, 1930. John Harvie was 
subsequently appointed Acting Deputy 
Director of Lands and Mines January 2, 1931. 
John Harvie was later appointed Deputy 
Minister of Lands and Mines November 26, 
1931.

1 Hutchison enlisted in WW II

2 Huestis named Acting Director to replace 
Hutchison during WW II

3 Tony Earnshaw was hired in 1942 when 
the first radios were introduced for AFS 
communications

4 Frank Neilson retired – had previously been 
Timber Inspector at Westlock

5 J.A. Hutchison resigned to become 
Superintendent of Banff National Park, later 
Director of Parks in Ottawa. Eric Huestis was 
listed as Fish & Game Commissioner in the 
Annual Report

6 Jack Janssen was promoted from 
Superintendent of the Lesser Slave Forest 
Reserve

7 There was no Assistant Director of Forestry 
listed

8  Reg Loomis was a forester hired to take 
charge of the first forest inventory that had 
been initiated by Huestis

9 Herb Hall was promoted from Forest 
Superintendent in Rocky Mountain House

10 Jack Janssen retired, became a Timber Buyer 
for North Western Pulp and Power before 
retiring again

11 Ted Hammer was promoted from Forest 
Superintendent in Grande Prairie

End Notes
12 Frank Platt was promoted in 1954 from 

Timber Inspector at Entwistle to Assistant 
in Forest Protection, retired 1974 – major 
contributor to the Forest Protection program

13 AFS Radio was transferred to Alberta 
Government Telephones, Earnshaw moved as 
Consultant until retirement

14 Bob Steele was among the foresters hired by 
Huestis in 1949, served in Forest Surveys then 
Forest Superintendent in Rocky Mountain 
House

15 Reg Loomis retired to his farm at Sandy Lake, 
west of Morinville

16 Forest Surveys became part of the Forest 
Inventory Section and was transferred to 
the Timber Management Branch under Fred 
McDougall

17 Forest Land Use elevated to full Branch 
status, staff largely from Forest Surveys, first 
branch head Gordon Smart

18 The Construction section was transferred to 
the Department of Public Works in July 1971

19 John Wagar was Senior Instructor at FTS, 
was appointed Head in 1973 and died of a 
coronary condition shortly after.  He was 
active in planning the new school buildings, 
and the Gymnasium was named after him in 
recognition of his contributions

20 Was a section under the T/M Branch until 
being formed as its own branch under Con 
Dermott in 1977

21 Forestry Training School was renamed to the 
Forest Technology School in the fall of 1965

22 Forest Surveys moved to Forest Land Use 
Branch from Timber Management

23 C.B. (Cliff) Smith was appointed in January 
1981

430 Alberta Forest Service



ADM Strategic Corporate 
Services

Stew Churlish

Stew Churlish

Stew Churlish

24 Don Fregren was Director of Program 
Coordination Branch from August 1984 to 
August 1985

25 Fred McDougall retired, later becoming 
Vice-President for Weyerhaeuser Alberta 
operations

26 The Forest Research section became a 
part of both the Timber Management and 
Reforestation and Reclamation Branches

27 During the 1992 reorganization the Alberta 
Forest Service was renamed to Land & Forest 
Service. From 1993 - 1995 changes were made 
to reduce the 10 Forests and 40 Districts to 6 
Regions and 24 Districts and eventually to 
18 Districts. (In August 1996 Fort Vermilion 
became part of Upper Hay / High Level 
District bringing the number down to 17)

28 The Forest Technology School name was 
changed to the Environmental Training 
Centre

29 Cliff Smith retired and became a Consulting 
Forester

30 Don Fregren retired May 1993. Murray 
Anderson acting until branch moved to 
Timber Management Branch

31 Forest Land Use and Reforestation & 
Reclamation Branches were rolled under 
the Timber Management Branch as of May 
1993. The new division was called Land and 
Forest Services. This was the end of the name 
Alberta Forest Service.

32 The Program Support Branch was 
amalgamated within the Land 
Administration Branch under Craig Quintilio

33 The Ecological Landscape Division was 
created on May 4, 1999 to lead Integrated 
Resource Management. This was in response 

to Premier Klein and Cabinet’s endorsement 
of the ‘Alberta’s Commitment to Sustainable 
Resource and Environmental Management’ policy 
document

34 Doug Sklar was appointed Director of Forest 
Management Division on June 1, 1999 

35 Howard Gray became Executive Director 
of the Forest Products Branch of Economic 
Deveopment in March 1998. This 
program was then transferred to Resource 
Development, Department of Energy in 1999.

36 The Department of Sustainable Resource 
Development was created on March 15, 
2001 from components of three ministries 
– Environment, Agriculture, Food and Rural 
Development, and Resource Development

37 The Environmental Training Centre name 
changed to the Hinton Training Centre and 
was transferred to the Forest Protection 
Division

38 In July 2003 the Strategic Forestry Initiatives 
Division was created under the direction of 
Howard Gray

39 Provincial election held November 2004 and 
Minister Coutts appointed as new minister of 
Sustainable Resource Development
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