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PROFITING FROM INFORMATION 
MANAGEMENT, CATTLE HANDLING, & 
CARCASS QUALITY IN THE FEEDLOT 



KOLK FARMS LTD.
• Located in Iron Springs, Alberta Canada

• 2 Feed yards, 15,000hd capacity

• 3rd Generation Family farm

• Grid Marketing 

• C.A.B partner feedlot

• 20 Employees, including 3 Kolk Children

• 2600 Acre Irrigated land

• 1500 Dry Acres



PROFITING FROM CARCASS QUALITY 
You can’t manage what you don’t measure



PROFITING FROM CARCASS QUALITY

• Reduced discounts

• More consistent carcass quality

• Increased premiums

• Weight and DOF management 



PRODUCTION PRACTICES TO ENHANCE 
CARCASS QUALITY:

• Improved pen flooring

• Bedding

• Cleaning



PROFITING FROM CATTLE HANDLING
Are there benefits from low-stress handling? 



HUMAN SAFETY 



ARE THERE BENEFITS TO LOW-
STRESS HANDLING?







ANIMAL WELFARE



REDUCE STRESS AND TENSION ON CATTLE



LOW STRESS CATTLE HANDLING 



LOW STRESS- A KEY FOCUS FROM ARRIVAL TO 
DEPARTURE 



PROFITING FROM INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 



Implant dates 

Optiflex days 

DOF

Drug withdrawal dates

ADG 

DMC 
Live cattle cash price 

Mortality 

Morbidity 

Bunk management 



HOW TO MANAGE:

• What you know you know

• What you know you don’t know

• What you don’t know you don’t know 

• What you think you know that just ain’t so

-DANNY KLINEFELTER











TRENDS IN FUTURES/RISK MANAGEMENT 

















SUMMARY: DRAWING THE RIGHT CONCLUSIONS 
FROM THE INFORMATION IN FRONT OF YOU 



WELL INFORMED DECISIONS=
INCREASED INCOME POTENTIAL
Cost of Production: 

• $0.01 x 3.1 lbs x 365 x 10000hd = $113,150 per year

Effective Marketing:

• $0.01 x 900lbs x 10000hd = $ 90,000 per year

So, although the Bank of Canada has deemed the penny almost worthless, it doesn’t 

mean you should be leaving it on the table!




	Profiting from Information Management, Cattle Handling, & Carcass Quality in the feedlot 
	Kolk FarMs Ltd.
	Profiting from Carcass quality 
	Profiting from Carcass Quality
	Production practices to enhance carcass quality:
	Profiting from cattle handling
	Human Safety 
	Are there benefits to low-stress handling?
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Animal Welfare
	Reduce stress and tension on cattle
	Low stress cattle handling 
	Low stress- a key focus from arrival to departure 
	Profiting from information management 
	Slide Number 16
	How to manage:
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Trends in futures/Risk management 
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Summary: drawing the right conclusions from the information in front of you 
	Well Informed Decisions=�increased Income Potential
	Slide Number 32

