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Evaluat�ng Cow Faults or Faults
There are faults wh�ch should be �dent�fied and d�scr�m�nated aga�nst when judg�ng 
da�ry cattle. Some are more ser�ous than others. The follow�ng l�st separates the faults 
�nto sl�ght, moderate and ser�ous d�scr�m�nat�ons. Be aware of the ser�ousness of these 
faults when judg�ng da�ry cattle.

Sl�ght D�scr�m�nat�on

• H�gh ta�lhead 

• Mammary system reverse t�lt

• Low lo�n

• Open toed

Moderate D�scr�m�nat�on

• Recessed ta�lhead

• Advanced ta�lhead

• Wry ta�l

• Mammary system t�lt

• Bulgy fore udder

• Heavy fore udder

• Short fore udder

• Front teats not plumb

• Lacks udder shape

• Rear udder unbalanced

• Rear teats not plumb

• Rear udder short

• Rear teats too far back

• Close r�bbed

• Undes�rable head

• Weak crops

• Weak back

• Lacks balance

• Not well sprung

• Narrow heart

• Fra�l

• Weak pasterns
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• Coarse hocks

• Lacks bone

• Toes out �n front

Ser�ous D�scr�m�nat�on 

• Thurls too far back

• Webbed teat 

• Stance/mob�l�ty

• Advanced anus

• Wry face

• Bl�nd quarter 

• Crampy

• Parrot jaw

• Protrud�ng lower jaw 

• Freemart�n he�fers

It �s your respons�b�l�ty as a judge to be able to �dent�fy these faults.

Judg�ng the Da�ry He�fer
A da�ry he�fer �s a young da�ry female, usually under the age of two years, wh�ch has not 
yet calved.

When judg�ng da�ry he�fers, look for structurally correct, clean-cut, open-r�bbed, styl�sh 
an�mals w�th adequate s�ze for the�r age.

The same po�nts are des�red �n the da�ry he�fer as �n the da�ry cow. The emphas�s you 
should place on each of these areas �s:

 Relat�ve Emphas�s 

Feet and Legs .....................................................................................................................................35

Da�ry Strength ....................................................................................................................................50

Rump ....................................................................................................................................................15

Total  .................................................................................................................................................. 100

When judg�ng da�ry he�fers you should check to make sure that they have four regularly 
s�zed teats. 
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He�fers w�ll generally not show the angular�ty wh�ch �s des�red �n the cow. Older he�fers 
w�ll carry more flesh wh�ch w�ll be ev�dent over the rump and at the w�thers. Th�s 
flesh�ness �s tolerated �n spr�ng�ng he�fers.

An �deal da�ry he�fer w�ll have these character�st�cs: 

• correctly set rear and fore legs

• tall, upstand�ng and styl�sh

• adequate strength and capac�ty

• stra�ght and smooth over the topl�ne 

• level and w�de �n the rump

• smoothly blended and proport�onate body parts 

• sharp and clean over shoulders and w�thers

Judg�ng Dry Cows
Dry cows are those da�ry cows wh�ch are not currently m�lk�ng.

When judg�ng any class of da�ry cows, you must g�ve cons�derat�on to the stage of 
lactat�on. Dry cows w�ll normally be carry�ng extra flesh. They w�ll not show the 
sharpness and da�ryness des�red �n the m�lk�ng cow.

The dry udder should be well collapsed, soft and pl�able. As the cow nears calv�ng, the 
udder w�ll beg�n to fill and lose �ts softness. Dry or �n m�lk, the udder should always be 
un�form and strongly and smoothly attached, both front and rear.
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Term�nology for Judg�ng Da�ry Cattle

The Mammary System • Stronger attached udder, both fore and rear 

• More level �n the udder floor

• Carr�es her udder h�gher above her hocks

• Udder held t�ghter to the body wall

• More evenly balanced udder

• Showed more des�rable qual�ty and texture of udder

• Teats more un�form �n s�ze and shape

• More correct placement of the teats 

• More des�rable ve�n�ng �n the udder 

• Carr�es her udder h�gher above the hocks 

• Has a stronger med�an suspensory l�gament

• Stronger center support �n the udder

• A deeper crease �n her udder

• More clearly defined halv�ng �n the udder

• More halv�ng when v�ewed from the rear

• Stronger center attachment

• More fullness at the top (bottom) of the rear udder

• More he�ght and strength of rear udder attachment

• More symmetry and balance of rear udder

• H�gher, w�der, stronger rear udder attachment 

• Longer, smoother, firmer fore udder attachment 

• Stronger fore udder attachment

• A longer, more t�ghtly attached fore udder

• Less bulg�ness of fore udder

• T�ghter �n the fore udder attachment

• More firmly attached fore udder

• Fore udder that blends more smoothly �nto the body 
wall

• Snugger �n the fore udder attachment

• Longer fore udder attachment
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The Mammary System 
(cont�nued)

• Teats more des�rable �n s�ze, shape and 
placement

• More nearly correct teat s�ze

• Teats hang�ng more nearly plumb

• Teats placed more correctly beneath more 
quarter

• More nearly correct front teat placement

• Teats placed more squarely beneath the 
quarters

• More correct teat placement as v�ewed from 
the s�de (rear)

• More apparent qual�ty �n the udder

• More prom�nent ve�n�ng

• Larger, more capac�ous udder

• More symmetry of udder

• More bloom and capac�ty of udder

Da�ry Strength • More angular�ty and clean-cutness

• More openness of r�b

• More da�ryness throughout

• Cleaner down the top-l�ne

• Flatter (leaner or th�nner) �n the th�ghs

• More curv�ng �n the th�ghs

• More refined over the w�thers 

• Sharper over the w�thers

• Cleaner and flatter down through the rump 
and the th�ghs 

• Longer and leaner neck

• Blends more smoothly from neck to shoulders

• Cleaner about the br�sket and dewlap

• Deeper and more refined �n the flank

• More fem�n�ne head

• W�der muzzle and stronger jaw
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Da�ry Strength 
(cont�nued)

• More alert and br�ghter eye  

• Cleaner through the head and neck 

• More substance and angular�ty 

• Stronger over the lo�n

• Taller at the po�nt of the w�thers 

• More depth and openness �n the r�b 

• Deeper through the heart

• Fuller through the crops and fore r�b 

• Showed more spr�ng of r�b

• More capac�ous through the m�ddle and m�d-sect�on 

• W�der through the chest floor

• Fuller �n the shoulder

• Shows more stretch and scale

• Deeper �n the rear(fore) r�b

• More s�ze, scale and substance

• Longer from end to end

• More harmon�ous blend�ng of parts

• More symmetry and balance

• Feet and legs 

• Deeper �n the heel 

• Stands on a stronger, stra�ghter set of legs 

• Stands more squarely on her legs

• Flatter and cleaner bone �n the rear leg 

• More correct set to the leg

• Stronger on her pasterns

• Tracks more correctly

• Deeper �n the heel

• More mob�l�ty
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Rump • H�gher and w�der over the thurls 

• W�der and more level rump

• W�der and more level from hooks to p�ns 

• Smoother over the ta�lhead

• Ta�lhead sets neater between the p�ns

• Longer and leveler from h�ps (hooks) to p�ns

• W�der �n the p�ns

• Ta�lhead that sets more neatly between the p�ns

• Neater �n the ta�l sett�ng

• More correctly set ta�l head
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Sample Reasons
Three Year Old Holste�n Cows

1 placed th�s class of three-year old Holste�n cows 1 2 3 4. Th�s class eas�ly d�v�ded �tself 
�nto 2 pa�rs – a top and bottom pa�r.

The top pa�r has defin�te advantages �n strength, balance and body capac�ty. Look�ng 
more closely, 1 has a sl�ght advantage over 2 �n da�ryness, �s cleaner cut about the 
head and sl�ghtly longer �n her neck. 1 also excels over 2 �n the mammary system. 1 �s 
h�gher and w�der �n the rear udder attachment and has a defin�te advantage �n front teat 
placement.

Plac�ng 2 over 3 was an easy plac�ng. 2 has advantages �n balance, body capac�ty and 
strength front end. 2 �s w�der �n the chest floor, fuller �n her crops and fore r�b and stands 
stra�ghter on her front feet than 3. I adm�t that 3 shows more balance of rear udder, left 
to r�ght.

In plac�ng 3 over 4, I cred�t 3 w�th more substance and angular�ty throughout. 3 �s 
stra�ghter on top, fuller �n the crops and smoother at the po�nt of shoulder than 4. 3 has a 
b�g advantage �n the mammary system. She �s h�gher and w�der �n the rear udder, has a 
more level udder floor and �s more correct �n teat shape and placement.

These are my reasons for plac�ng th�s class of three-year old Holste�ns 1 2 3 4.




