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Judg�ng B�son

Parts of the B�son

 Perfect Score

Breed and Age Character�st�cs ........................................................................................ 25 po�nts

• We�ght

• He�ght

• Length – pr�mar�ly length of lo�n as th�s �s a meat an�mal

• Hump 

• Head – horns �f present

• Ha�r – var�es on geograph�cal locat�on

• Beard

• Cape

• Chaps on forelegs

• Body outl�ne

• Colourat�on - var�es on geograph�cal locat�on
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Males

Mascul�ne, mass�ve, w�thout female features, w�der head, larger horns, developed hump, 
cape, pelage (ra�sed ha�r from front shoulder on forward) and legg�ngs, body mass�ve, 
b�gger boned, w�de stance (to ma�nta�n better balance)

Females

More refined, l�ghter shoulder and neck, refined head and bone, less pronounced hump, 
w�dth between h�p and hook bones (calv�ng ease).

Soundness ............................................................................................................................. 25 po�nts

• Correct body and skeletal structure

• Free from any defect that would reduce useful l�fe of an�mal

a. Feet – w�thout defect - can be an �nd�cator of feed

b. Legs – stra�ght - but not as stra�ght up and down as �n cattle, helps g�ve 
spr�ng

c. Teeth – proper growth and typ�cal arrangement

d. Eyes – w�thout defect, both funct�onal – sh�ne �n eye shows health and 
alertness

e. Sex organs �ntact, w�thout �njury, typ�cal

f. An�mal should stand and move freely w�thout ev�dence of unsoundness

g. Bodyl�nes and contours, w�thout sl�thered rear end.

Cond�t�on............................................................................................................................... 25 po�nts

Must be appropr�ate for the�r �ntended use and t�me of year, sex and age must also be 
cons�dered.

• Good health – free of �njury, cough�ng, scours, eyes, paras�tes,

• Amount of fat cond�t�on�ng 

• Amount and development of muscle

Qual�ty .................................................................................................................................... 25 po�nts

• Well balanced w�th pleas�ng general appearance

• D�splay alertness, dom�nance, �nst�nct behav�our

• B�g enough for age (bones & muscle, body structure, you must be able to determ�ne 
amount of body fat)

• Depth of carcass front to rear (front, rear & s�de v�ew) - capac�ty

• W�dth of carcass across back and throughout full length - appropr�ate to age and sex

• Total length of an�mal

• Depth, w�dth and fullness of round w�thout penc�l po�ntedness
Source: M�ke Edgar - Grande Pra�r�e, Alberta




