
Issues and Concerns:

• Availability of labor, including foreign workers (both production and 
processing sectors).

• Access to foreign markets for livestock and pork, participation in 
international trade agreements such as the Trans Pacific Partnership.

• Biosecurity, code of practice & animal welfare.

• Investment required in new infrastructure, particularly finishing barns.

Primary 
Production

350 Producers in Alberta

Breeding Sows Jul 1: 136,900 (+0.2%)

Average Size: 400 sows

Largest: 13,000  sows                                 
38% of production on hutterite colonies   

Sectors : 

Farrowing,  Finishing

F-F,  Genetics                   

Annual Output: 3.1 mln head 
(+3.6%)            

Live Exports 644,000 (+8.7%)

Sask imports 411,000

Farm Cash Receipts 2015        
$412 mln

Rank #5 in Alberta

Slaughter

& 
Disassembly

Domestic Slaughter

1. Olymel Red Deer 

40,000/week

2. MLF Lethbridge

7,500/week               

3. Sunterra Trochu

3,000/week

4. Provincial Plants   
2,000/week

Total Employment 
1200-1400

Annual Output  2.7 mln
head federally inspected 

slaughter in 2015  

Markets

Alberta Pork Exports 
2015: 

$469 mln

1. Japan $199 mln

2. US $139 mln

3. Others $131 mln

> 60% of pork 
production  is exported

Domestic Markets 

in Order of Importance

1. Processors

2. Retail

3. Foodservice

Alberta’s Pork Industry: Quick Facts and Issues
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Margins are highly volatile for 
pork  producers. 2014 was an 
exceptional year, while recent 
returns have been within typical 
ranges.

Sources: Statistics Canada, Alberta Pork, Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry. Last update: October 2016


