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Wireworms 

Wireworm larva photo source: 
Reisig, D. and S. Roberson. 2011. Wireworms and Other Soil Dwelling Insects. 
www.ces.ncsu.edu/plymouth/ent/wireworm.html  

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/plymouth/ent/wireworm.html


Wireworm Biology 

• eggs laid in spring 
• usually a 2- to 5-year larval development 

time (depending on species & conditions) 
• fall adult emergence 

 
RESULT = several years’ worth of 
wireworms in the field at the same time! 



Wireworm Management 

• cereal crops are favoured hosts, but 
– present in many different crops 

• management to promote vigorous, rapid 
crop growth 
– seed depth, date 
– fertility 
– crop density 

• chemical controls 



Cutworms 

• adults 

Photos credit Troy Prosofsky 
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J. Otani and J. Gavloski 



Cutworm Control 

• natural enemies 
– considerable importance in suppression 

• cutworm scouting 
• rotation management 
• nominal thresholds 
• chemical controls 



How You Can Get Involved... 

• Report cutworm locations in 2013: 
– cutworm tracking on Alberta Insect Pest 

Monitoring Network web page 
– In southern Alberta, contact me! 

 
Jeremy Hummel 
jyhmml@gmail.com 
403-320-3202 ext. 5347 

mailto:jyhmml@gmail.com
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