Fig. 38 Alberta Farms Classified by Type, 2006
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Farm type classification is based on farms with gross farm receipts of $2,500 or more. The commodity or group of commodities
which accounts for 51 per cent or more of gross farm receipts determines the farm type.

Beef cattle farms are the most common farm type in Alberta. In 2006, 44.0 per cent or 20,474 of the province's census farms
were beef cattle farms (45.4 per cent in 2001). Farm types showing significant growth between 2001 and 2006 included fruit
farms (up 86.3 per cent to 136), vegetable farms (up 37.1 per cent to 96), and miscellaneous specialty farms (up 16.5 per cent to
6,403).

In the 2006 Census, Alberta gross farm receipts averaged $200,058 per farm, or 8.2 per cent higher than in 2001. Roughly two-
fifths (37.4 per cent) of farms reported gross receipts of under $25,000 (36.6 per cent in 2001). By comparison, 6.4 per cent of
farms reported gross receipts of $500,000 and over (5.2 per cent in 2001). The former group contributed 1.9 per cent of

provincial gross farm receipts (2.0 per cent in 2001), while the latter group contributed 61.0 per cent (58.3 per cent in 2001).

Fig. 39 Alberta Farms Classified by Gross Farm Receipts, 1986-2006

Number of Farms Average gross farm
receipts per farm
2006 18,511 7,170 7,448 13,138 3,164 $200,058
2001 19,654 8,335 8,526 14,361 2,776 $184,885
1996 23,361 9,057 9,689 14,937 1,963  $134,071
1991 23,026 9,950 10,681 12,300 1,288 $96,811
1986 26,022 9,842 10,549 10,439 925 $77,433
Under $25,000 - $50,000 - $100,000 - $500,000
Gross Farm Receipts: $25,000 $49,999 $99,999 $499,999 and Over

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Agriculture, 1986-2006
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