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Major Factors Reasonable Range Preferred Range

Nutrient Balance (C:N ratio) 20:1 – 40:1 30:1 – 35:1

Water Content 45 – 65% w.b. 50 – 60% w.b.

Particle Size 0.3 – 1.2 cm (1/8 – ½”) Depends on Material

Porosity 30 – 50% 35 – 45%

Bulk Density < 640 kg/m3 (1100 lb/yd3) n\a

pH 5.8 – 9.0 6.5 – 8.0

Oxygen Concentration > 5% > 10%

Temperature 45 – 68°C (113 – 155°F) 54 – 66°C (130 – 150°F)
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