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Potato Brownbagger – March 11, 2009 - Edmonton



Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Potato Growers of Alberta
- Originally a Marketing Board now a Commission
-Regulated under the Marketing of Agricultural Products Act 
-Administered by Alberta Marketing Council and Board of Directors
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The Role of Potato Growers of Alberta

• The PGA is a Non-Profit Potato Grower Association

• Funded Entirely by the Growers through the collecti on of a Levy on Potatoes 
Grown

•Focus: 
•Education/Extension 
•Marketing & Promotion
•Research

•Also:
•Advocate for our Growers by being present at Govern ment Meetings
• Represent our Growers at the International Level in  Trade Issues

Potato Growers of Alberta Mission Statement

We facilitate continued success in Alberta's potato industry by 
supporting sustainable production, marketing, devel opment and co-

operation .



Potato Growers of Alberta

Head office in Taber, satellite in 
Edmonton
5 full time staff and 1 part time

107 licensed growers, 14 
greenhouse/lab producers, 23 
colonies, 75 industry partners

Growers and Industry are 
committed fund raisers for 
several charities in Alberta
( $75,000 in recent years)



Potato Growers of Alberta

Potato Industry Affiliations

• Canadian Horticultural Council

- United Potato Growers of Canada

- Potato Marketing Association of America

- Potato Association of America

- Canadian Produce Marketing Association
- Prairie Pesticide Minor Use Consortium

- Alberta Environmental Farm Plan Company

- Alberta Crop Industry Development Fund



• The PGA employs  6 Staff  responsible for various functions within 
the organization:

• Executive Director – Edzo Kok
• Seed Development Coordinator – Deb Hart
• Technical Director – Jeff Bronsch
• Finance and Communications Administrator  - Margie Bos
• Administrative Accounting Assistant – Deb Brewin
• Executive Administrative Assistant - Patti Lamb
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Potato Growers of Alberta



• Seven Member Board of Directors

� Jerry Zeinstra – Chairman  Director at Large

� Bill Torsius – Vice Chairman   Director at Large

� Ed Vandenberg   Director at Large

� Rob Van Roessel   S. Area Director

� John Bareman   S. Area Director

� Wayne Groot   N. Area Director

� Gerard Bles   N. Area Director
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Potato Growers of Alberta
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Alberta’s Potato History
- first recorded commercial crop in 1899

- 15 growers, 300 irrigated acres, 1917

- 130 licensed growers, 2009

- acreage for 2008 was 49,408 ac

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Integrated Industry

- Potato Production, Processing & Packing

- Potatoes grown for:
- Processing (French fries & chipping)

- Seed

- Table

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Processors:

ConAgra Ltd. - Lamb Weston Division

Maple Leaf Potatoes

McCain Foods (Canada)

Frito Lay Canada
Old Dutch Foods Ltd

Agristar Inc. (dehy)

Bassano Growers

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Major Packers:
Agristar Inc

Bassano Growers Ltd 

Edmonton Potato Growers 

The Little Potato Company

Thomas Fresh Inc

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Acreage in 2008

Processing 38860 acres 79%

Seed 8013 acres 16%

Table 2535 acres 5%

Total 49408 acres

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Production 2008

Process 690,000 tons
Seed 104,000 tons
Table 38,000 tons

Total 832,000 tons

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Industry Growth Patterns

1998 2000 2003 2005 2007 2008

Processing 12800 32563 40960 38508 40535 38860

Seed 10250 12037 13690 10531 9729 8013

Fresh 5100 4331 4125 2567 2245 2535

Total 28150 48931 58775 51606 52509 49408

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Value of the Crop-Industry

� Crop = $200,000,000
� Fresh Pack = $37,500,000
� Processing

� Chips = $167,400,000
� Fries = $530,000,000

� Total Value = $934,900,000
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Where Crops are grown:

Processing - in southern Alberta

Seed - northern Alberta

Table - mostly southern Alberta
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Alberta Climate:

Long warm summer days

Cool nights

Annual Precipitation 375mm

- 60% Precipitation, May 1 – Aug 31
- Average July daytime temperature 18°

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today



18

Alberta Climate:

Frost-Free days 115 – 125+ (north)
Frost-Free days 125 - 145+ (south)

Bright sunshine

Low humidity

Russet Burbanks 140 Days
Shepody 120 Days

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Infrastructure
Transportation

- Excellent road network

- East – West & North – South

- Rail line connections to markets

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Infrastructure
Available Land

- PFRA Study 2000

- 105,200 ha (260,000 ac) 

suitable for potatoes

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Infrastructure
Irrigation

- Legislation in place, 100 year history
- Capture mountain runoff
- 8000 km of conveyance works
- Canals & pipelines
- 50 water storage reservoirs

� Irrigated Potato Production in
Southern Alberta

� Some irrigation of Seed in
the Edmonton Area

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today



Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Commercial Production



Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Growers try to allow 
3 to 5 years between 
potato crops on the 
same piece of land 
to minimize disease 
and maximize 
productivity.

Planting begins in April in the
south, usually completed by 
early May.  Planting begins
in late April in the North to be 
completed by late May.
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PGA Field Programs
Aerial, infrared imaging

All the commercial production
Images are loaded to the web.

Currently exploring new imagery

technology.

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

PGA Field Programs

PGA owned weather stations

In total a19 station network
IMCIN network 
ACIS network
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

PGA Field Programs
PAMCAST Reports

2007 – 2500 reports
2008 – 7500 reports
2009 – 10,000 ?
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

PGA Field Programs

Bacterial Ring Rot (BRR) – Monitoring
County and Municipal Ag Service Boards
Monitor Fields throughout the production season
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

On Farm Food Safety

PGA is directly involved with the Canadian Horticulture Council in the 
development of the OFFS program
This program is recently being re-branded as Canada GAP 
PGA growers are becoming certified in Canada GAP
PGA provides training a support for growers
Food Safety has become critical in marketing Horticultural Crops and is 
becoming a focus of all agricultural commodities

Within the CHC, Potatoes have been the leading commodity of this
Canadian Initiative

CanadaGAP Logo KM.jpg
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

2008 – 2009 PGA Research Priorities
- Pest Management 
- Potato Storage 
- Potato Breeding  
- Potato Fertility - Plant Nutrition & Soil Management 
- Potato Marketing and Economics 
- Water and Irrigation Management  
- Potato Cultural Management        
- Potato Plant Physiology  
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

PGA Research Projects 2009
- 10 Ongoing projects

Alberta Ag & Food
- Trials, test plots and plant pathology, 
Brooks, Lethbridge and Edmonton 

AAFC, Lethbridge
- Potato Breeding
- Disease testing and plant pathology and molecular biology 



Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Seed Industry

•Flush-through system
•Tissue Culture to E3 – 6-years



Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Seed Industry
95% of the seed growers in AB are
registered under the Seed Potato
Certification Program with CFIA.



Variety Types

Russet

Red

Round White

Shepody

Novelty 
Varieties

Yellow 
Fleshed



Post Harvest Test



Canada/Mexico Workplan

This is a pre-clearance program consisting of 3 inspections
by Mexican authorities.  They consist of a field, harvest 
and shipping audit.  The cost of the audit is borne by the
growers, as well as testing in a Mexican lab, and shipping.
95% of the seed shipped into Mexico is grown in Alberta.
CFIA is negotiating with SAGARPA this week to relax some
of the import requirements.
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Promotion& Education
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Promotion & Education



38

Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Promotion & Education
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Promotion & Education
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

The Advance Payments Program (APP) is a financial loan guarantee
program that gives growers easier access to credit though cash advances.

The PGA advances 4.5 million dollars interest free to our 
growers each crop year.
Advance payments are paid back over an 18 month period.
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Potato Cyst Nematode (PCN)
Crisis in the Industry

� Quarantine Pest that can impact crop yields/quality – no risk to 
humans

� Minute detections on 2 Farms near Edmonton in Oct. ’07
� Have never been replicated after repeated re-testing
� Not positive by USDA standards

� The 2 Farms and all associated land (12,000 acres) were put 
under regulation by CFIA

� US & Mexico Borders were closed to Alberta Seed
� All 2007 Alberta Seed crop destined for export was destroyed
� Alberta was required to test all regulated land and all seed land 

(>40,000 soil samples) before resuming export in 2008
� All results were negative.
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Potato Cyst Nematode (PCN)
Crisis in the Industry

� All affected Growers were compensated for the 2007 crop that 
was destroyed  (@ 70% of its value)

� Border re-opened Jan. 28, 2009.  Some 2008 crop missed early 
shipment deadlines and will have to be destroyed.

� 2 implicated Farms still remain under regulation, their client base 
lost after 2-years of no business, their potato businesses 
destroyed ,and their farms devalued.  No Long-Term 
compensation in place yet for these 2-Farms or any others 
affected.

� Alberta’s reputation as a high quality dependable Potato Seed 
Producer has been severely tarnished

� The assistance of the Provincial & Federal Governments is 
critical to resolving this issue.



Conclusions

� Provincially, Alberta experiences the same 
issues as other potato producing provinces, 
however one of our strengths is working 
cooperatively to build a strong industry 

� Nationally, the potato committees are 
aggressively working on many different 
issues to ensure we remain competitive in the 
international arena



Conclusions

� Do we need help? – Absolutely!
� What can Government do?
� We need trained potato specialists who we and industry can 

consult with, being proactive with issues in our industry. It is 
fine to say work is being done in other areas of the country, 
however work being done in New Brunswick doesn’t necessarily 
transfer to our growing conditions and/or industry here in 
Alberta. AB was one of the few provinces with a seed specialist; 
however we are now down to 3 full time staff in AB working on 
potatoes.  10 years ago there were twice that amount for 25% of 
the acreage.

� We are running out of people to do research. What is the 
succession plan?



Conclusions

� What can Government do?
� We need specific potato funding for places like CDC north & 

south and the Lethbridge demo farm. Much of the infrastructure 
is in place just need a commitment to keep funding it and 
staffing it.

� Going forward: production, fertility, plant health, disease and 
insect pressure models, variety development research, 
extension, assistance with marketing, promotion, and 
government assistance with national and international issues i.e. 
PCN. Also, knowing who to contact would be a huge help –
contacts change often.

� Bottom line is we need a commitment 
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Alberta’s Potato Industry Today

Questions?

www.albertapotatoes.ca

Sources: Alberta Agriculture & Rural Development
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada
Alberta Environment
Environment Canada


