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Unit Twenty

Beef Grooming and Showing

Roll Call Name atool used when grooming or showing beef cattle.
Beef Washing
Grooming Collect everything youwill need for washing and drying your animal (s): halter, rope, hose,

bucket, brushes, combs, soap, blow dryer. Put on your rubber boots and suit to keep
yoursdf dry. Using aspecial cattle wash soap available at your farm supply store,
prepareyour soap solutioninapail withwarmwater.

Securely tieyour animal to afence or post using anylon or non-sisal rope halter whichwill
not swell whenit becomeswet. Useaquick releaseknot which holdsfirmly but can be
quickly and easily rel eased when necessary. Brush or blow the surfacedirt, old hair and
straw fromthehair of your animal.

Get your animal used tothewater by wetting dowly, starting at the bottom
and working your way up thebody. Start withthelegs, thenthe underline.
Move up thesides, thetoplineand finishwith thehead. Atal times, take care
to avoid getting water intheears. Useawet cloth to wipe out theears.

Using arubber curry comb or brush and your soap sol ution, soap your animal
well, producing agood lather. Work from thetailhead acrossthetop of the
animal tothe head. By working thisway, the soap and water will run down
over theunworked areas. Your animal islesslikely to befrightened and will
be used to the treatment by thetimeyou reach the head.

Wash dl areasof your animal carefully and completely. Take carethat your
animal doesnot kick you when you wash theunderline, brisket (between the
front legs) and twist (betweentherear legs). Leavethetail until last sothe
animal doesnot dap you with awet, soapy tail.

Thehooves, kneesand hocks are often stained and will require extrasoap
and work to get clean. Thetailhead and just behind the poll will also bedirty
because the animal cannot reach these areasto lick or scratch them.

After you have completely soaped your animal, beginrinsing at the head and
move aong thetoplinetoward the back. Movedown both sidesand rinse
theunderline, legsandtail. Alwaysspray water fromrear to front, against the
growth of the hair toremoveall of the soap.
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It will take more than onewashing to get your animal clean. Show animalsshould be
washed once beforeyou first beginto work the hair, then at least once amonth until your
show.

After your first washing at home, you should useaninsecticideto control liceand mange.
Usethisinsecticide againfollowing thefirst and last wash at the show. Thiswill helpto
prevent infestation with lice or mangefrom other animals.

Drying

A blow dryer can be used to quickly and easily remove moisturefromthe
animal. Blow the hair forward, working from the back to thefront of the
animal. Takecaretoblow thehair evenly and avoid hair divisions. By
combing or blowing thehair in thedirectionsshown inthefollowing diagram,
you can makethehair lie smoothly and give your animal the appearance of
having alonger body. Unshaven neck and shoulderswill makethe body look
evenlonger.

Inwarm weather, using ablower isnot recommended to dry the hair. Useof a
dryer, in combination with warm westher will dry out thehair and hide. The
amount of natural oil will bereduced and the hair will become hard to manage.

Clipping

Itisimportant to secure your animal soit cannot move around whileyou areclipping. A
blocking chuteisthe easiest and safest way to restrain your animal for clipping. Tieyour
anima withitshead high, using ahdter.

To get ready for clipping, gather al your suppliestogether: clipper heads, extension cord,
lubricating oil, combs, brushesand sprays.

About your clippers:

 Todoagoodjob of clipping, your clippers must have sharp blades. Assoon
asthebladesbeginto get dull, get them sharpened or replacethem with new
blades. Thetypeof hair they cut and how often you usethemwill determine
thelifeof your blades.

*  Alwayskeepyour clipperswell lubricated. Put afew dropsof clipper
[ubricating oil inthe holesintheclipper head beforeyou usethem. Qil the
clippersduring useto keep them from getting hot and dull.

*  Alwayskeepyour clippersclean. Usingyour blow dryer isafast and easy
way to blow old hair and dust from the blades. Cleanyour clippersby dipping
them, whilerunning, indiesd fuel or solvent. Dry them off before putting them

avay.

*  Reducethetension onthe bladesbeforeyou put your clippersaway. Don't
forget to tighten them beforeyou start to usethem again. 1f the bladesare not
tight, they will not cut properly and they could fly apart and injure you or your
animd.
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Prepareyour animal for clipping by washing and blowing the hair dry. Blow thehair on
thetailhead and topline upward and forward. Blow dry the outside and inside of therear
andfrontlegs. Brushthehair inthesedirections.

Becoming efficient at clipping requires practice, organization and thought. If you planto
clip several animals, havethemall ready. Clipall your animalswith oneclipper head
before changing to another.

Therearetwo typesof clipper headsused for clipping beef cattle:

The sheep head has comb-like bladesand isused for cutting longer hair and
blending.

Theflat head hassmall, finebladesand isused for shaving off al thehair inany
spot (head, underside and brisket).

The Belly

Clipping the hair from thebelly will makeyour animal look taller and cleaner.

Using your flat head clippers, clip ahorizontd linea ong the base of the belly
fromtherear flank to the heart girthimmediately behind thefront legs. Take
care not to makethislinetoo high up onthebelly. Clip all thehhair underneath
thisline. During cold weather, you may want to leave someof the hair onthe
belly to protect theanimal from thecold.

£

2 \

The Udder and Twist

Onfemaes, clipal of thehair from the udder so that thejudge can easily view the udder.
Onyour steer, trimthetwist areato the deepest and fullest ook possible.

The Head

Using your flat head clippers, shavethe head to giveit definition and makeit ook longer
and sharper. To givethecleanest cut, cut against thegrowth of the hair. Shaving theears
isoptional. Clipthesideof thehead and under thejaw and muzzle. Movefromthebase
of the ear toward the jawbone. Move down to the dewlap and brisket. Shavethe neck
only when thereisenough time before your show for some of the hair to grow back.

Methods of clipping the head will vary depending upon the season, your persona
preference and the type and appearance of your animal. On polled animal's, you may
want to leaveatuft of hair which you can later groom to maketheanimal appear longer.
Seersusualy havether headsclipped completely.

The Brisket

Clipping the brisket will clean up the brisket areaand makeit ook trimmer. Pullingthe
hidetight with your free hand, trim the brisket using your flat head clippers. Besureto
blendinyour cuttinglines.
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The Legs

Your treatment of thelegswill depend on the condition of your animal. If your animal has
desirablelegs, youwill likely want to trim most of the hair from them.

Boning thelegswill givethe appearance of thicker and sturdier legs. To bonethelegs, rub
saddle soap down each leg, rubbing the soapinto the hair around theentireleg. Then,
using ascotch comb, comb the hair upwards against the growth of thehair. Clip off al of
thelong hairsto even out thelength of the hair onthelegs.

m,¢§ Q@ The Tail and Hind End

Therearesevera different waysof clipping thisarea.

Thetail can becompletely clipped, or clipped only onthesidewith thelong hair left onthe
W back to be groomed later. Watch beef showsand talk to people at beef showsto find out
which method you should use.

Blending

\_____/ You cannot avoid clipping lines, but you can hidethem. Blending, or making the
changefrom shorter clipped to unclipped or longer areas, will hideyour linesand

makeyour animal appear smoother.

Tilt your clippersdightly on thesideand run them lengthwiseaongtheline. Or, hold
theclippersupright with your free hand under the bladeto give you more control.

Gradually increasethe angle of the blade asyou work up the side of theanimal. To
doagoodjob of blending, you need asteady hand, patience and lotsof practice.

Ready Show foam and body productsfor grooming thebody hair areavailable at farm supply

for the Ring shops. Find out which oneswork the best by experimenting withthem and talking to
peopl e at beef shows. Generally, these productsare used to work the hair and holditin
positionfor long periodsof time.

The Tail
Thetwo methods of grooming thetail are

e Pyramid- Thepyramidisusualy used on mature animalstwo yearsand older. Itfills
inthetwist area. Follow these steps:

1. Comb out thetail.
2. Backcombthetail toformthehairsinto apyramid shape.
3. Spray to hold the shape.

e Teardrop- Tomakeyour younger animal look balanced and stylish, thetail isusually
brought up so it iseven with the underline and madeinto ateardrop shape. Follow
these steps:

1 Comb out thetail.
2. Takeafew strandsfrom the bottom of thetail bone and dividetheminto two.
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3. Tiethesetwo piecesof hair around thetail at the height which will makethe
bottom of your teardrop evenwith theunderline. Spray alittlebit of
adhesiveonyour tieto holdit.

4, Backcombtherest of thetail hairsand spray alight mist onthem.

5. Formintoalooseball or teardrop shape, by lightly pressinginthehair. Try
tokeepit flat ontheside against theanimal’sbody soit will lay naturally.

To givethe appearancethat your animal isdightly higher intherear end thaninthefore,
groomthetail and tailhead hair to apesk and trim using clippersor scissors,

The Head

To makethe head appear longer and morefeminine, the hair on the poll may beleft long
and formedinto apyramid.

Combthehair onthepoll into apyramid shape, then spray with adhesiveto hold.

Just before you enter the show ring, wipeoff your animal’seyeswithacold cloth. This
will help to refresh them and they will appear moreadertinthering.

After the Show

After the show, thoroughly soap and rinseyour animal to remove everything you applied
tothehair. Toremovetheadhesive, useminera oil or acommercia remover. Makesure
tothoroughly removeall of theminera oil fromthe hair because the adhesivewill not stick
wherethereistheleast bit of minera oil.

Beef Showing

No oneisbornwith theability to be agood showperson. Only with many hours of
training, practice and experience can you become successful. Beef showmanship styles
arecongtantly changing, soit isimportant that you befamiliar with show ring practicesin
your area. For moreinformation, contact your local beef association and observe beef
shows.

Your Animal

Whenever you take an animal into the show ring, that animal should bein the best possible
show condition. Whether you arein ashowmanship or conformation class, your animal
should begroomed and itsfeet should be properly trimmed.

Not only must your animal bewell groomed, it must a so bewell trained and easy for you
tomanage. That meansthat youwill have started working with your anima many months
before show day. Training isnot something which can be doneovernight.
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Your Halter

Equipment A properly adjusted hater will giveyou the control you need over your animal. Whenwell
placed ontheanimal’shead, it will givetheanimal an attractive appearance. Non-sisal
rope halters can be used for training and restraining your animal, but leather haltersshould
be used inthe show ring. Beginusing aleather show halter at |east two weeks before show

day.
(AN
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toolow correct position toohigh

When leading, hold the halter shank in your right hand about 30 cm fromthe
animal’shead. Do not coil the shank around either of your hands. Thiswill
be dangerousfor youif theanimal should bolt. Hold thelength of shankin
your |eft hand with the show stick. Your hands should be about 45 cm apart.

When you stop to setupyour animal, hold the shank in your left hand, letting it
hang down. The shank should not be so long that it reachesthe ground when
you holditlikethis. A length ending about 30 cm abovethegroundis
recommended.

Show Stick

Show sticksmay be made of wood, aluminum or fibreglassand can be purchased or made
at home. Your show stick should belong enough so that you can comfortably reach the
back feet of your animal when you stand at the head. It should not besolongthatitis
awkward for youto use.

When leading theanimal, hold the show stick inyour left hand with the point end
backward. Hold the stick with about 3/4 of it behind your hand.

When you stop to set up your animal, smoothly movethe show stick to your right
hand and your halter shank to your left hand. When set up and standing, usethe
show stick to gently scratch theunderlineof your calf. Through your practice,
you will discover the exact scratching location whichworksbest onyour calf.

A scotch comb isrecommended for usein the show ring. Whenthehair on
your animal ischanged by thejudge or another animal, usethe combto
quickly and smoothly comb the hair back into place. Carry thecombin

Y Y your back pocket with the teeth pointing towards your body and away
ol < fromtheanimal’ sbodly.
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The Judge

Showing Your Animal to the Judge

Alwaysknow theidentity of thejudgeand ringperson in each of your
classes. Be knowledgeable about your animal and ready to answer any
questionsyou may beasked. Themost common questionis“Whenwas
your animal born?’

When thejudge movestoward your animal to ook at it, make sureyou
arenot standing directly in hisor her lineof vision. Keepyour animal
completely under control at all times. Movedightly togivethejudgea
clear view of your animal.

When the Judge Handles Your Animal

Judges often handle beef animalsto
*  determinetheamount of condition
*  examineyour groomingjob
e seeyourreaction.

If thejudge movesthehair onyour animal, beready to returnthehair toitsoriginal
position. Pull your scotch comb fromyour pocket and useit quickly and smoothly.

You - The
Exhibitor

If youaremoving ...

...divideyour time
equdly amongthe
judge, your animal and
whereyou aremoving
to.

If you aredtationary...

)

... divideyour time
equally betweenthe
judgeandyour animdl.

Your Appearance

Whileinthe show ring, your dress should awaysbe neat and clean. Individua shows,
clubsor districtsmay havetheir own dress codes, so be sureto find this out ahead of
time. To keep clothesclean until show time, many memberswear coverallsand remove
them just before the show.

Alwayswesr safety footwear when working with cattle. Steel toed safety bootsare
recommended.

Eye Contact

K eeping eye contact with thejudgeisimportant. It showsthat you areaerttohisor her
movementsand requests. But, don’t overdoit - you don’'t want to get into astaring
contest with thejudge.

Keep your eyeson thejudge, theringperson and your animal at al times.

Setting Up Your Animal

When you stop in the show ring, take care not to bump or crowd other animalsand leave
at least one metre of room between animal swhenever possible. Avoid all low spotsand
placeyour animal’ sfront feet on higher ground whenever possible. Quickly and smoothly
set up your beef animal. When your beef animal isset up properly, thefour feet will be
squarely placed underneath it when viewed from thefront and rear. Placetheanimal’s
rear feet first, then placethefront feet.
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The Rear Legs:

Tomovearear foot backwards, pull back dightly on your halter shank and useyour
show stick to apply backward pressure between thetoes of thefoot.

Tomovearear foot forward, pull forward dightly on your halter shank and usethe
show stick beneath the dew claw to apply forward pressure on thefoot.

When viewed from the side, therear foot closest to thejudge should be placed
dightly behind theother foot. Whenyou view from behind theanimal, thehind legs
should be squarely placed so that your animal shows maximum thicknessthrough the

hind quarters.
W w
Too Close Proper TooWide
Theanimal looksnarrow Theanima looksnaturd, Theanima looks
and awkward. It appears comfortableand muscular. uncomfortableand muscle
asif thereislessmusclein inthehind quartersisnot
thehind quarters. well shown.

The Front Legs:

K eeping compl ete halter control of your animal, use your feet or your show stick to
properly placetheanimal’sfront feet. Itispossibleto placethefront feet using only halter
control, but thiscomesonly with lots of practice and patience. When viewed fromtheside,
thefront foot closest to thejudge should be placed dightly ahead of the other foot.

Proper .
Too Close Theanimal looksnatural and TooWide
Theanimd looks comfortablewithwidth and Theanima looks
narrow, weak and srength throughthe uncomfortableand front

awkward. shouldersand chest. |egs appear weak.
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Moving Your Animal in the Ring

When entering thering, move clockwise, keeping an eye on thejudge or ringperson for
any directions. If you arethefirst oneinto thering, move smoothly and quickly to alow
roomfor otherstofollow.

Alwaysstay far enough away from the outside of thering, and from theanimalsin front
and behind you, so thejudge can comfortably movearound your animal.

If your animal becomesdifficultinthering, remain calm and continuetowork withit. If
theanimal infront of youwill not move, tap it gently with your show stick or hand. Do
not pass another showperson unlessthejudge or ringperson instructs

youto.

Changing Position in Line

Whenyou pull intolineasrequested, |eave about one metre of room between you and the
next animal. Whenlining head to toe, leave approximately one metre between your
animal andtheoneinfront of you. Avoid movinginand out of thelineunlessitis

necessary.

Alwaysdlow your anima enough room to makeacomfortableturn. Turninaclockwise
direction, moving around your animal. Avoid making sharp or avkward turns.

Movingfrom position 3to6: When you must set up againinthesame
u‘-\l mstlm 'l"\‘
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Movingfromposition6to 3: Switching positions3and 4 (4 would
moveout first):
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The Class Therearegeneraly twotypesof classes. Inthe conformation class, theanimal isjudged on
itsconformation. For moreinformation on conformation of beef animal's, consult Unit 21 -
Judging Besf. Inthe showmanship class, thejudge placesthe showperson accordingtothis
recommended scorecard:
Suggested Showmanship Scorecard
Exhibitor 20 points
* personal appearance
Appearanceof animal 30 points
e cleanliness
* grooming
Showing of animal 50 points
* how well animal istrained
* how well animal responds
*individua poiseand kil
TOTAL 100 points
Besureto find out in advance what type of classyouwill bein. At someshows, classes
may be acombination of showmanship and conformation.
Final Hints e Every classisanopportunity for youtolearn and gain more experience.

. Beforeyou gointo thering, take adeep breath and rel ax.

. Keep your attention focused - ignorewhat isgoing on outside thering.
. Do not stop showing until you are out of thering.

. Be courteous and show good sportsmanship.

o Smile
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Unit Twenty-One

Judging Beef

Roll Call

Giveatermusedinjudging beef cattle.

Theaim of the beef industry isto efficiently produce carcasses of thetypeand quality
demanded by the consumer. Theability tolook at thelive beef animal and evaluateits
potential to produce these carcassesisachallengeto you and to othersin the beef
industry. Weuseliveanimal appraisal techniquesin the show ring, thefeedlot, the pasture
and at theauction saleto assessthe quality of our beef animals. Thisiswhat werefer to
asjudging beef - theart of visualy comparing and ranking beef cattle.

Theobjectivesof thisunit areto

*  Giveyou background knowledge on the structure and function of the beef
animal so you know theimportant pointsto ook for when judging beef.

e Show you how to determineif aparticular animal possessestheseimportant
traits.

Themost up to datejudging informationisavailablein the4-H Judging M anual, please
usethisresourcefor thisunit. Thebinder includesinformation onwhy wejudge, reasons,
presentation tipsand specific speciesand item characteristics. Thisresourceasoincludes
asection on how to plan acompetition. Clubscan order abinder for their resource
library with CD’savailableto members.
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Alberta 4-H LAW

Learning about Animal Welfare

Roll Call

Name some concernsthe public may have about thewelfare of your project animal.

The Care of Our Animals

4-H memberswho take care of animalsshow carefor these creatures by providing food,
water, shelter, and health care. Making surethat theanimalsarea so freefrom undo pain
and suffering also showscare. If wewant to be part of thelivestock industry, we need to
takegood care of our animals.

TheFiveFreedoms. ..
Livestock producersareresponsiblefor providing our livestock with five basic freedoms.

1 Freedomfromthirst, hunger and malnutrition by ready accessto fresh water and
adiettomaintainfull healthandvigor.

2  Freedomfromdiscomfort by providing asuitable environment including shelter and
acomfortableresting area.

3 Freedomfrompain, injury and disease by prevention or rapid diagnosisand
treatment.

4  Freedomtoexpressnormal behaviour by providing sufficient space, proper
facilitiesand company of theanimal’sownkind.

5 Freedomfromfear and distr essby ensuring conditionsthat avoid mental suffering.

== ———— //WW
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@%ﬂ = the4-H Stockkeeper.” Let'sexaminethat creed inrelation to thewelfare of your 4-H
2 project animal and match each of the commitmentsto one or moreof the Five Freedoms.

Activity 1 _
(F L(& Inthe back of your record book you are required to understand and follow “ The Creed of

Fa
e}

The Creed
of the 4-H Lwill:

Stockkeeper *  Providecomfortableand sufficient quartersfor my livestock. | will housemy

animal with enough spaceto prevent crowding and fighting. When | tiemy anima, |
will make suretheropeisnot too tight and that thereis nothing nearby that can harm
theanimal. Thisalso meansthat | will helpto prevent my animal from being too hot or
too cold both at home or during transport.

* Srivetoimprovethebreedingand quality of my livestock, and thelivestock
in my community, from year toyear. Themore structurally sound, efficient and
productive our animalsare, thelessstresswill be placed onthem.

*  Keepmyanimalsfreefrom parasites. Keeping animalsfree of diseaseisvery
important to their well-being. By keeping theanimalsbedding fresh and cleanand
ensuring that the eating area of theanimal issanitary | can help protect the health of
my animal. Thisalso requiresgiving vaccinationsand medicationsasrequired by the
animd.

*  Srivetokeep my livestock in good health. To ensurethe good health of my
project animal, | will observeit carefully every day, to seethat itiseatingand
behaving normally. If my anima appearsunhealthy, | will seethat it receives
immediate attention and will keep accurate and compl ete records of any health
problemsthat occur. | will never subject my animal to undue suffering.

*  Feed my livestock on timeeach day. | will makesurethat | canfinancially afford
tofeed my animal theright amount and theright kind of feed every day onaregular
schedule. Thiswill providethenutrition my animal needsand ensurethedaily comfort
of myanimal.

e Learnasmuch aspossibleabout the best methodsof feeding and caring for
livestock. By learning about different methods of raising livestock, my animalswill
benefit from new strategiesthat help to ensure that my animal sreceive the best
possiblecare. | can explore new animal husbandry ideasthrough reading, asking
guestions, attending workshopsand participating in4-H activities.

*  Bekindtoanimals. | will not take my frustrationsout on animals. | will be patient
whiletrainingmy animal. | will never physically abusemy animal and 1 will only use
low-stress handling methodsand tools (ie. paddles).

*  Providemy animalswith clean water at all times. All animalsneed water to
survive. Every day | will check that thewater supply for my animal isclean, free of
ice, easily accessible and working properly.
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*  Alwaysbeagood sportin competition. Livestock shows, including Achievement
Days, areoneway that the public can see how important proper care of our animals
isto us. Good mannersand acourteous disposition go along way in presenting a
good impressiontothepublic.

»  Keegpanaccuraterecord of my projects. Keegping accurate recordswill ensure
my animal ismaintaining proper health, growth and development. Completeand
accurate records of vaccinationsand trestmentsto help maintain on-farmfood

ety.

e Completemy project and takepart in all theactivitiesof my 4-H club each
year. 4-H isaplaceof lear ning. By taking partinal the activitiesand completing
theproject each year, | am allowing myself tolearn and experienceal that | can
about my project. Thiswill help metoimprove my understanding of animasand my
methodsof caring for them.

_W@ctivitv 2

@% =
23

Check thethingsthat you are aready doing well to carefor your animal. Check which
onesyou canimproveon.

I’m Already
Doing

| Want to
Improve

Care

Preparefacilitiesbeforel get my animal.

Provide adequate housing and bedding.

Feed my animal daily and on aregular schedule.

Feed abalanced ration.

Provide accessto good quality water at all times.

Control internal and external parasites.

Any invasive procedures (e.g. castration, dehorning, docking) are performed
when animalsareasyoung aspossible.

Trainanimalsto lead or be handled at ayoung age.

Haveaplanned health programto prevent disease.

Observeanimalsdaily and get treatment for those needing it.

Awareof thesignsthat my animal isin painor suffering.

K eep feed and treatment records.

Beawareof anima comfort (physical and mentd) at all stagesof production.

Minimizeor eiminateall proceduresor circumstancesthat may cause stresstf
my animd.

Takethetimeto understand the behaviora needs (e.g. companionship) of my
animd.

Sort and load animals safely and with concern for them.
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(/Actlwty 3

Areyou paying atention to thefactorsthat affect thewelfare of animals? Check each of the
Five Freedomsyou provideyou animalsand compl ete the sentence with how you provide
each of them.

1  Freedomfromthirst, hunger and malnutrition by:

2  Freedomfromdiscomfort by:

3 Freedomfrompain,injury and diseaseby:

4  Freedomtoexpressnormal behavior by:

5  Freedomfromfear and distressbhy:

Animal
Welfare
Issues

What arethey and wheredo they comefrom?

Most peopleeat meat, milk and eggsas part of their daily diet. Whilethe genera public has
apositive opinion about Canadian farmersand ranchers, we must not takethisfact for
granted. Thenumber of people choosing not to eat animal -based productslike meat, milk
and eggs, isontherise.

People makethischoicefor variousreasons. Somedo not agree with using livestock for
food becausethey are concerned about how farm animalsaretreated and cared for. Some
peoplewill havethisopinion eventhough they may havelittle or no direct experiencewith
livestock production. Their views can be greatly affected by thewidespread televisonand
newspaper coverage given to those unfortunate caseswhen farm animalshavein fact been
mistreated or neglected.

Different backgroundsand experiencesarewhereanimal welfar eissuescome
from. Therearetwo main waysof thinking.

Animal “welfar e’ isthe proper care of animals. Most livestock ownersare strong
supportersof thisideabecause animalsraised with their well-being inmind istheright thing
to do. They also understand that thereisan economical valueto welfare, astheanimalswill
be most productiveand profitablewhen they arewell cared for. Low stresshandling and
humane carewill help to ensurethat we produce high quality productsthat are safeto eat.
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Animd rightsisthebelief that al animashavethe samerightsaspeople.

Animal rightsactivistsbelievethat al animal use, including pet ownershipiswrong. They
areopposed to animalsused in livestock production and entertainment (rodeo), sport
hunting and trapping, and science and research. Although animal rightsactivists, insome
cases, raiselegitimate concernsthat haveresulted inimproved anima welfare, their real
motiveisdiminateal anima useby humans. Someanimd rightsgroups, including PETA,
condone and fund vandalism and violencedirected a animal users. Their missionisnot
improvement, but no animal use.

Examplesof animal rightsgroups.

- PETA (Peoplefor the Ethical Treatment of Animals)
-ALF (Anima Liberation Front)

-Anima Alliance

Theterminology Society for the Prevention of Cruelty toAnimals(SPCA) and
Humane Society are often interchangeable. In most cases, these groups represent
‘traditiond’ anima welfare advocates. They believeinthe humanetreatment of dl animals.
They oftenrun‘ shelters or areinvolvedinanima protection enforcement. InAlberta, the
ASPCA isresponsiblefor the enforcement of theAlbertaAnimal ProtectionAct. They
investigateall cases of anima abuse or neglect. Unfortunately, someanimal rightsgroups
will borrow these namesto establishingtant credibility with thepublic.

It isimportant to know that aslivestock producers, we do not debatetherightsof
animals. Experienceraising animasplaceour viewsintheinterestsof ananimals well-
being, not an animal’srights. Therefore, we do promotethewelfare and proper care of
theanimalsweareresponsiblefor.

Most peoplein Canadalivein cities. Often these people do not have contact with
farmers'ranchersor understand what farming/ranchingisall about. For thisreason,
livestock competitionsand exhibitsare auseful way to show people how we carefor our
animas

What do |
say if am
asked about
these issues?

When someone asksquestions, remember :

*  Alwaysbepolite. Never consider aquestion stupid or silly.

e |fyoudonot know theanswer, say “I don’t know” and seek the help of asenior
member or your |eader.

*  Telthemhow you carefor your animals. L et them know what you do to make sure
your animdl

*  ishappy and comfortable

*  Thetakehomemessage should smply be- “My animalsareimportant tomeso|
carefor them.”
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List three questionsyou think anon-agricultural person may ask you about your project
animal, then answer the questions.

1

2
3

Let's Review
the Issue

Let’s Review the I ssue

Compl ete each statement bel ow, using each of thefollowing wordsonly once.
animd rightist

hedlth

wdl-being
animd wdfare

1  Somepeopledo not support livestock production becausethey fedl raising animalsis

2 An seeksto eliminate the use of animalsinfood production,
clothing, research and entertainment.

3  Mostlivestock ownerssupport theideathat people depend on animalsand using
animalsisacceptableaslong astheanimasarewd | cared for. Thisisthe
understanding of

4 Thefood provided through livestock productionis
produced when the Five Freedoms are provided.

5  Webenefit most when weraise our animalswith concernfor their

6  Keeping careful recordsof my animal can help mekeeptrack of its
and .
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Responsi blllty Part of practicing good animal welfareisnot just looking out for theanimalsin our care,
but looking out for thewelfareof all animals. When we seeanima sthat arenot having
their needs met or that are subjected to abuse and/or neglect it isour responsibility to
make surethe animalsreceivethe proper carethey need. AlbertaFarmAnima Carehas
established ahot lineyou can call to report any casesof animal neglect or abuse, or when
you feel you cannot meet the needsof your animals. TheALERT linewasestablished to
allow producersto help producers ensure responsibleanimal care. 1-800-506-CARE

(2273).

Thank You AlbertaFarmAnimal

to Our g:lmb” a:r;g B%( 252]‘28 In 1993, Alberta smajor livestock groupsformed the

Sponsor 4023%’2 805(t)a AlbertaFarm Animal CareAssociation. AFAC's
( I) o R . goal isto improve animal handling and promote
ema ;f ngb aanca responsible animal care. As part of their mandate,
e — AFAC engagesin discussion with the public about
A F Ac livestock today’slivestock production; monitorsand participates

industry inissuesand legislation that affect animal careand

ALBERTA FARM %%'!EH@? for | encourageresearchrelevanttoanimal care,
ANIMAL CARE esponsible

I onimal care.
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Beef Project
Evaluation

Your inputisaval uable asset to the4-H program!

Asyou go through the project year, make your comments and suggestions about the
project onthisform. When your project iscompleted, mail thisformto us. Wewant to
hear from you!

Beef Project Evaluation

4-H BRANCH

ALBERTAAGRICULTURE, FOOD AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
7000 113 STREET NW ROOM 200

EDMONTONAB T6H 5T6

Pleasetell me: Evaluation Date |

Whichunitsdid you completethisyear?

Isthereanything elseyou would liketo seeincluded in the project materia ? Record
book?

Didyouenjoy theactivities?

Isthereany information you would liketo see added?

(over)
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Thank you for taking thetimeto provide uswith thisinformation.






Aberta

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT
4-H Branch

2004



