
FOOD SAFETY DIVISION

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF  
PROVINCIAL VETERINARIAN

WANT MORE INFORMATION?

To find out more, visit Ropin’ the Web at:  
http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/chiefvet

Or contact us at

Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian
Food Safety Division
Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Services
9th Floor 
O.S. Longman Building
6909 116 Street
Edmonton, AB  T6H 4P2 

T. 780.427.3448
F. 780.415.0810

NEED VETERINARY ADVICE?

The Alberta Veterinary Medical Association can 
refer you to a veterinarian who can help you: 
www.avma.ab.ca

The AVMA will also address problems 
or issues you may have with veterinary 
practitioners.



WHAT DOES THE CHIEF  
PROVINCIAL VETERINARIAN DO?

• Advise provincial policy-makers on  
current scientific principles and information 
in the development of legislation and 
disease control

• Liaise with international, federal and  
other provincial departments, as well  
as industry on food animal health issues, 
such as BSE, Avian Influenza and Chronic 
Wasting Disease

• Supervise the provincial implementation  
of the national BSE surveillance program 
and other national disease surveillance 
programs

• Lead the development and implementation 
of provincial animal disease control programs, 
such as Infectious Laryngotracheitis (ILT) in 
poultry and West Nile Virus in horses

• Prepare for animal health emergencies in  
the event that a foreign animal disease is  
diagnosed in Alberta

• Represent the provincial government on  
various national and international animal 
health committees

• Speak to media about animal health issues  
on behalf of the Alberta government

• Maintain the Livestock Diseases Act and  
its regulations

• Report animal disease status to Albertans

• Liaise with Alberta Health and Wellness  
on issues where animal diseases may  
impact human health

HISTORY OF THE OCPV

In 1914, the position of Provincial Veterinarian 
was created to lecture at the schools of 
agriculture and to assist the livestock industry 
with disease issues. In 1939, the position of 
Provincial Animal Pathologist was created  
and the first veterinary laboratory was opened 
in 1940.

Over the years, various positions and 
roles were developed to address Alberta’s 
changing needs. In 2002, the Chief Provincial 
Veterinarian position was created to better 
represent the animal health interests of 
Alberta’s livestock herds, to work with the 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency and to work 
with veterinarians representing provincial, 
national and international jurisdictions.

The Office of the Chief Provincial Veterinarian  
is part of the Food Safety Division of Alberta  
Agriculture, Food and Rural Development.


