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~200,000 acres sprayed 





 







 





 



 Dry years – especially a 
dry August favors 
population increases  

 Parasitism and solid 
stem wheat are major 
population drivers 



 



71 fields in 17 municipalities 
 



 Agricultural Fieldmen - >2000 survey sites 
 Peace has pockets of high populations 
 Risk is variable depending where you are 
 Grasshopper populations are very weather 

dependant  
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 Increased in 2012 
 Still a problem south of Hiway 1* 
A perennial pest in Southern 
Alberta 







 AKA – Orange Wheat Blossom Midge  
 Increase this year  
 Problem sites in southern Alberta  
 Found throughout  
irrigated area but 
generally at low levels.  
 298 samples-60 Counties 
◦ Confirmed in Peace region  
◦ Survey expanded  



 Emergence of the head from the boot  
 Remains susceptible to anthesis 
 Susceptibility drops dramatically at the 

onset of anthesis  

















 Eurasian pest 
 First found in Michigan in 1962 
 Generalist graminaceous feeder 
 Prefers oats, wheat and barley 
 CFIA Quarantinable pest 
◦ Lifted in 2008 



 Discovered in Alberta July 2005 
 Has established – so has parasitoid 
 Limited damage in 2007 – Lethbridge Area 
 Scattered locations across S Alta and into 

Saskatchewan in 2008 
 2008 Moderate damage in winter wheat near 

Lethbridge 
 2009 Some higher numbers. Found in Manitoba 
 2010 – 2 fields in Taber county treated  
 2011 discovered near Edmonton 
 Several fields in south Alberta near threshold 



 



 On Roping the Web 
 Will rely on agrologist input 
 Web based (cell phone friendly) input page 
 Color coded by species 
 Google map  
 Mapped to center of a 2x2 township area 

 
 THE IDEA IS TO CREATE A VISUAL WARNING 

SYSTEM  





 Major research program underway  
◦ Canola industry funded 
◦ Triprovincial  

 Need to know the species 
 Field collected specimens are critical 
◦ 310-2777  (Alberta Pest Surveillance System) 
◦ Website  
 
 



 Trial Year 
 Mapped aphid reports on a 7 day rolling basis 
 Agrologist reporting via email 
 Spreadsheet  
 Reported to the section 
 Joint Project with Potato Growers of Alberta 





 http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca 
◦ Maps tab – top right hand corner 

 www.agriculture.alberta.ca/bugs-pest 
◦ Links to related information 

 In season Call of the Land with  
  Caitlynn Reesor 
◦ Also available as podcasts 

 Weekly email updates  
 Ag Info Centre  
◦ 310-FARM (310-3276) 
◦ Harry, Mark, Neil  

http://www.agric.gov.ab.ca/
http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca/bugs-pest
http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca/bugs-pest
http://www.agriculture.alberta.ca/bugs-pest
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