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    Bio-Industrial Opportunities Section 
Food and Bio Processing Division, Alberta Agriculture & Forestry 
 

1. New Opportunities for Ag Processing and Production Wastes / By-Products 
• Reduce / reuse / repurpose agricultural production and processing wastes  

2. Maximizing Value through Fractionation for Ingredients and Intermediaries 
• Increase  utilization and product identification from grains, oilseeds, pulses 

and biomass by understanding feedstock and facilitating value chain 
development 

3. Facilitate Commercialization and market access 
• Create an environment for companies to demonstrate, test market, and prepare 

for commercialization and assist with business connections, market information 

 

Our Focus:  Maximizing Value and Sustainability 

Diversifying Alberta’s economy by maximizing the value of our renewable 
resources through bringing new concepts to market and increasing 
processing efficiencies  



    Alberta Agriculture & Forestry 

Alberta Ag-Info Centre  
  

Call Toll-free in Alberta: 310 FARM (310-3276) 
to access specialists, information and services within 
areas of crops, specialty crops, beef, forage, business 

management, commercial horticulture and  
new ventures 

 

• Crop Specialists, New Venture Coaches  
  

 

Where to get Assistance with your Industrial 
Hemp or Flax Venture 



 Pilot-Scale Decortication Facility 
 

ABDC facility in Vegreville 

ABDC hurd 

ABDC bast 

    Bio-Industrial Resources Available 



 
 

This publication can 
assist producers with an 
overview: 
 
• of industrial hemp 

industry from 
regulatory, seeded 
acreage, marketing, 
environmental 
benefits, licensing, 
growing and 
harvesting hemp to 
economics.  

 
 

Available at: 
 
 

Industrial Hemp Enterprise 
 
 
 

Industrial Hemp Enterprise 

http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/agdex126


 
 

 

The report provides: 
 
• 2015 estimated cost of 

production and returns 
for dryland and irrigated 
hemp seed grown in 
Alberta 

 
• Will assist industrial 

hemp producers, 
researchers, government, 
biomaterials and food 
processing and 
manufacturing 
companies with business 
decisions.  

 
Available at: 

Industrial Hemp Cost of 
Production 

 
 
 

Industrial Hemp Cost of Production 

http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/econ16267
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/econ16267


Industrial Hemp Harvest and Storage 
 

The report: 
 
• Outlines growers, 

processor, and research 
experiences on the 
Prairies 
 

• Helps guide harvest and 
storage practices to 
ensure quality 
requirements 
 

• Also includes three pre-
harvest and harvest 
videos of industrial hemp 
in Alberta.  

 
Available at : 

• Industrial Hemp Harvest and 
Storage 

http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/crop15539
http://www1.agric.gov.ab.ca/$department/deptdocs.nsf/all/crop15539


Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance 

 
 
 
 
 
• CHTA is a national organization that promotes Canadian hemp and hemp 

products globally. Members include; farmers, processors, manufacturers, 
researchers, entrepreneurs and marketers. 

 
• Hemp 2017: Coming of Age - Canada's National Hemp Convention 

November 14 - 16, 2017 
Website: Canadian Hemp Trade Alliance  

 

http://www.hemptrade.ca/


Please contact the 
Industrial Hemp Section 
for a copy of the 
Application for an 
Industrial Hemp Licence  
 
hemp@hc-sc.gc.ca 
Industrial Hemp Section 
Authorizations Division 
161 Goldenrod Drwy 
AL 0300B 
Ottawa ON K1A 0K9  
 
 
 
 

Application for an Industrial Hemp License 

mailto:hemp@hc-sc.gc.ca
mailto:hemp@hc-sc.gc.ca
mailto:hemp@hc-sc.gc.ca
mailto:hemp@hc-sc.gc.ca


Flax Council of Canada 

• The Flax Council of Canada is a national organization  
 

• Promotes Canadian flax and flax products for nutritional and industrial 
uses in domestic and international markets. 
 

Flax Council of Canada 

http://flaxcouncil.ca/


Biomass Quality Network Canada 

Biomass Quality Network Canada 

http://bqnc.ca/


 
 

Growing Forward 2 is a federal-provincial-territorial partnership with a 
mandate to drive an innovative, competitive and profitable Canadian 
agriculture and agri-food sector. 
 
April, 2013 – March 2018 focuses on three priorities: innovation, 
competitiveness and market development. 
 
• Accelerating Innovation  
• Agri Processing Automation and Efficiency - Crop  
• Agri Processing Product and Market Development - Crop  
• Business Opportunity  

Available on: 
Growing Forward 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.growingforward.alberta.ca/Programs/index.htm?contentId=ACL_INNOV_PRG&useSecondary=true
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New Crop Insurance Initiative (NCII) 

• Dryland hemp seed  and dryland & irrigated hemp fibre is covered 
under “New Crop Insurance Initiative (NCII)” in eligible coverage areas 
 

• To be eligible, producers need an active annual crop production 
insurance contract with insured acres in the current year 
 

• Also may be eligible for hail endorsement, check with AFSC in your 
area 
 

• Indemnity's are calculated based on losses on insured crops under 
your  current year’s crop insurance subscription  



Funding Options 
 
Alberta Innovates  - Voucher Programs 
 
 
Alberta Innovates  - Alberta Bio Future, Equipment Utilization program 
 
 
Western Diversification –  Western Innovation Initiative (WINN) 
 
  
Sustainable Development Technology Canada (SDTC)  - SD Tech Fund  
 
 
Industrial Research Assistance Program (IRAP)- Tech Innovation Projects 
 
 
Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada – Agri Innovation Program  
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Food and Bio Processing Branch 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry 

 

 
 

Lori-Jo Graham 
Program Lead – Biomaterials  

lori-jo.graham@gov.ab.ca 
403-556-4244 

 
 

Patti Breland 
Industry Development Officer 

patti.breland@gov.ab.ca 
780-853-8181 

 
 

 agriculture.alberta.ca/bio-industrial   
albertabiomaterials.ca   
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